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This publication has been produced to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the
Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group in 1965. The idea of this review being to try and provide a con-
cise history of how/why the group came to be established and the major events that have been as-
sociated with the group since then.

The majority of the information contained here has been obtained from the group’s records (where
available), personal sources and newspapers. Unfortunately, during the early years of the group

there were no official records kept, other than minutes or newsletters (where they exist). This has
meant that inevitably some historical details are missing/incomplete.
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CHAIRMAN'’S INTRODUCTION

The initial provision of Cave Rescue for the Forest of Dean area was provided as an extension of the then South
Wales Cave Rescue as a number of their members lived within the Forest of Dean. However it was not long before
the decision was taken to form the Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group back in 1965. This was a few years before |
started caving and, subsequently in the early 1970's, joining the group.

Starting out as an ordinary member, progressing to Equipment Officer, Secretary and then Chairman. The latter
post being one that | have held for quite a long period; someone needs to be thinking seriously about taking over
from me, anyway that's another story.

Over the years, we have as this document portrays, seen many changes within the group, both in equipment,
methods and facilities. Much of which has been dictated by the development of the local caving area as a whole.

| was not significantly involved with the obtaining of the current premises and to be total honest with you | felt at
the time that it was taking on too much of a responsibility. However, as the years have progressed and those
premises have been developed to where they are today, the foresight of those who championed the purchase has
borne fruit. A lot of work has been put in (and still is being put in) but what a wonderful location we now have.
How different from when we first took it over.

We know that this has not been achieved without a cost but | am very much of the opinion that what we have
now is way beyond the wildest dreams at the outset and is somewhere that any of us is not only proud to go to,
but would have no problem in inviting others to visit. Holding a large bank balance and not a decent HQ would be
bad.

My thanks go out to all who have contributed to this progress over the years and continue to do so. Also, those as
well who look after the equipment, run the training days, the Wardens who respond to a rescue call out, all who
respond to the Wardens and generally all who keep the group going. None of it would happen without your
efforts.

GCRG is not the busiest Cave Rescue Team in the country and to be honest long may this continue. However, we
are all aware that our area of responsibility is quite considerable and contains many cave and mine sites. Within
this area are some very significant sites that over the years have thrown their own respective spanner-in-the-

works when it comes to a rescue.

The group can't sit on its laurels and it is essential that we maintain our skill levels and equipment to the highest
standards so that we are ready and able to meet whatever challenges that we are called upon to deal with.

I am particularly honoured to have been part of GCRG and hope that we can see it move forward not just to its
60th year but also on for many, many years into the future.

Paul W Taylor

www.gcrg.org.uk
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THE ORIGIN OF THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

During the early 1960s the Gloucester Speleological Society (GSS) had been in the process of creating a cave
rescue team (CRT) from within the membership of the club. It had been seen that other cave rescue teams had
already been established in the UK (CRO in 1935, Mendip Cave Rescue in 1937, South & Mid-Wales Cave Res-
cue Team in 1946 and Derbyshire CRO in 1952) and yet, for Gloucestershire, there was no dedicated rescue
capability.

In order to establish a formal cave rescue capability in the county, on the 15th of March 1962 the GSS estab-
lished its own cave rescue team at the ‘Cross Keys’, Gloucester.

Notice circulated to GSS members prior to the formation of the club’s cave rescue team and highlighting the
reasons why a local cave rescue team was needed.

VALS JUR & ULl

5 RIESCUE TIAY

3

A number of club membera feel the need for a Cave Reacve Teom
in the Forest of Desn and thas surrounding srees. Although alrzady
covered by South Wdales Cave Rescus Organizetion the general
opinion is that by regson of our zuch more detalled knowledge of
the Forest and the closer proximity of name, we could operate more
efficiently and be on the seens much more quickly than an outnidal
team,

Accldents within our area have bdeen very rare but ACCIDENTS
DO BAPPEN end we ought to be prepared. Caving is on the incresase
ond we went it to go on ineressing, but the more popular our
anort becomes the more likely it is that one day s rescue team
will be reguired,
Contingencies to be considered,

1, Perhapa the most lilkely ~eason for & call out would be
youngsters reported to the police as niseing after telling
parents that th re going to explore soné ¢aves or old
nines, Possibi; reabouts would be completely
unknown snd theref he requirenent would be for an
effinient seerch systen based on an accurste deteiled list

of all known cavee and minea,

2. Dedy injury caused by a slip or fall, necesaitating immediate
Pirpt Add and then the guicksst and safest transport to the
gurface

3 Cavers tranped by @ geologicel changee such ms rockfall,
floodwatsr ete. Thorough knewleigs of caves or mine might
mean use of another route for escepe, which was unknown to
those trapped.

b iny combinstion of above.

Reouliremants of Team members.

Team sembers would be required to keep emergency packs, normel
caving kit, and two dsys retion of food, ready to be picked up and
goved off at & moments notice, Obviously if it was a long rescue
operation, goon suits or exposure suits would be & greet advantage.
Assistance to other Rescue Organigations,

Being the closest tesm to South ¥ales, we would, once recognized
as sn efficient team, be limble for call out to assist S,W, CoR o0,
"in the event of & big rescue in that area, which wes 1ikely to last
for several days.

Listed are but a few notes on the general form of e 70,0, Cave
Rescue Teem, What 1s required now sre u.cful suggestions and
oriticisms snd sbove all HELP, If you are & reassonably good
s onver please £111 in the accompsnying sheet se soon a8 possible
and hand to any conmittee member.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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GSS Cave Rescue Team newssheet

This was distributed shortly after the offi-
cial GSS cave rescue team was established
on the 15th of March 1962.

s

GLONESTIR.  STRIECIICICAL  SOCIRTY

EOCUE OBGA

)

NIZATIOR

3

T0 ALL YOUNTERS KR CAVE HEOUE TER =

t, Yoz Wil tw cotified by the Folicy or torden 14" your help 45 required,
sd Snatructod sters O repoes,

2. Yo ghould koep resdily avallsble sy such ca pessitla of the following
oquiprent, 00 that, i colled cut, you will not hewe to nbke o detour
ts pick Lt up 1=

Uelnet

Uausl aoving olothee, plus witerproat

Lmp

Either opare battoricn nrd tulke, or 1 Ibe Osrbido, =& the gege
nny be

1 1b, Qurdley, und muichos, in wntcrpreef contulner

¥eod for LB houra

Auy other nseful cquipnent you bave nwuilsble Latiay

apore lrapa, omall yeimmn, tant, pyoundsheet, et

3. On errivel, repart 0 the 'wndan 1n o @all alloonte you to
sone wescntind duty. 20 et s iny wnated
if yw 4o mot aotundly U camnlty, aino: mipporting portics
are nos importznt os the o dhur partye

Le Your effeotivencss se 3 rosaser 1ALL by rach Inoressed Lff you tnke port
in C. K. C, oxercimes, ar w aliould try 10 obtain much proctice,

5. If you require any farther infomation, plosss wek the Orpadsar or

ey - arden,

ARIEND

he LIRS, 22 Trioge Dtrwet, Slonogstar.

o IRYON, 224 Yiedus Road, Choltendion.

GLOOCERTTR SPELANOCICN, SOCIIRY

RAESCUE CRGANISATION

= in omnjurotiocn with =
SOUTE TWIES GAVDS  CIUP CAVE HESCUE  CRGARNTSATION
TO ALL CAVERS :-

The Cavo Reooue Orgmmisntion exista to
in cvws and potholos,

e=sint people tragpped or injured
Thy lcoal Folice Forces have agreed to co=oporate

with the Cove Resouo Orpandaction and all regacats for its assistance shouald

be node through thoe,

{If o purpueat is mode thyough the
thay will c=ll out she tewn from 0.5.8. Af the Scuth
Orginiantion o roguired thoy are cbtoineble vin the Glmocganstire
Police. Fhoos - TRINGEAD 390).

ssootorshir ar Herufordaldre Folice
inlos Cuve Nopouw

Then o caving accddant cocurs, this 18 the procoSure %o ba Cfollowed:w

Cre or two parsces should bo eont $0 regers the incident,
is culy o murwivor, st least ane person should be left to look safter the
wictim,

The person sent out ahould selte hls wey to the nesrest Telephoos md
ropirt the incidant Lo the locel Foliee
Follee),

fhe f'ollswing infermation vill be

e od by tha Polioe 3=
Nowe el AdSress of cpller
Fositian md Humber of Tolegfions
Naoe and Fealtion of caw
Natugre of nocident with fallost poscibie detnils
Fosition of sovident in cavs
Rapher and ability of Negibers of party
Any other useful information
AL sesosges should Begin with the words SCAVE EXSOUE®
Spunk alowly urd cluarily, = make surv your sussage ia necurdte acd
underatuod,

Fhdls wadting for the arrival of o rescue party, thops laft to Jook
after the casualty ahould e what Firat Add they onn, and try to keep
the patient wers and, if posaible, dry.

In the wvent of o porty belng such
of this should repert to the Police, up

chove,

NOGDAL FRECAITIONS BY TEE CAVIR ARR ViR NOEX EFFICTIVE IN EMEVIROUS

AOCTDENTS JEAN N EFP0RTE OF TIE CXVE BESCUR O CANISATION Ci EVES EE IN

EITIGATING THEIR EPFROTS

Ttw Cove Tlesous Orgardestion s still short of pesberss I you
bave not woluntesy'sd o auslet, md ax'e sdls to &0 20, pleooe get in
tough with the Crgeniser or Locsl nrdans te

A ILES, 22 Frinoce Strest, Gloucceter.

J. DHYEEN, 124, Hales Reod, Cheltantan,

linlsss there

[Dial 999, ir possille, or ask for

overdie, the person having knowlaedgs

Information sheet produced by the GSS Cave
Rescue Team (1962)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Initially, the cave rescue team was composed mainly of GSS members. However, non-GSS cavers, in particular,
members of the Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club (RFDCC) were becoming keen to participate. It was felt im-
portant to ensure that the team was not associated with any particular club. Unfortunately the team was short-
lived through lack of support by club members;. Another effort was made by the GSS at the beginning of 1964 to
establish cave rescue on a solid basis, and a meeting for the purpose was called in May of that year.

Much preliminary work was undertaken prior to the meeting to find out the manner in which similar organisations
were run, and to gather as much information and as many hints as possible. The meeting was well-attended, and
most of the suggestions and recommendations were well-received: a committee was nominated and voted in and
help volunteered by all present.

At the inaugural meeting ( May 1964) it was decided that the Rescue Team (as it was then called) should be self-
supporting and have its own funds. Later in 1964 the team became a separate entity from the GSS.

The team initially comprised the following:
Chairman .... Les Sherratt

Vice Chairman .... John Dryden

Secretary .... Henry Messenger

Wardens .... Tony Isles, John Dryden

First Aid Officers .... Dave Parker, S Marsh
Tackle Officer .... Ted Ryder

During the first year the county police were informed of the existence of the new organisation, its purpose and activ-
ities, and provided with all the relevant information to initiate a call-out in case of an emergency.

The secretary of the local branch of the British Medical Association was approached to try and find doctors willing to
train with the team and in October two doctors generously volunteered their time and services. About every six
weeks they are taken underground to give them an opportunity to see at first hand the sort of difficulties which
might be encountered in an actual rescue.

GSS CRT newsletter (September 1964)

In September 1964, the GSS CRT newsletter published an address from the team’s Secretary (Anthony Day) to
the GSS members .....

.... 'Since the GSS extra-ordinary General Meeting on the 27" of May, the Cave Rescue Committee have been ar-
ranging a callout procedure with the Police. They are now waiting to have an interview with the representative of
the Gloucestershire Constabulary to finalise the suggested callout procedure. A temporary procedure has been
decided upon and every GSS member should remember it. It is as follows:

If you are called out, by the Police, for cave rescue, assemble at your nearest Central Police Station. These will be
either Cheltenham or Gloucester. There you must await transport and instructions.

Cave rescue techniques are not difficult to learn, especially if you are a competent caver. Unfortunately many
members are not fully conversant with these techniques and this would hinder the team on a rescue. Because of
this, the committee feel that a training programme should be arranged in conjunction with the GSS Meet Secre-
tary and it is hoped that there will be a monthly meet for training CRT personnel.’

www.gcrg.org.uk
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The below has been reproduced from the original handwritten newsletter.

GLOUCESTER SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
CAVE RESCUE TEAM NEWSLETTER

9, Priory Street,
Cheltenham,
29th Sept. 1964

Dear Member,

Since the G.S.S. Extra-Ordinary General Meeting, which was held on Wed. 27th May, the Cave Rescue Committee have been ar-
ranging a call-out procedure with the Police. They are now waiting to have an interview with the representative of the Gloucester-
shire Constabulary to finalise the suggested call-out procedure. A temporary procedure has been decided upon and every G.S.S.
member should remember it. It is as follows:

“If you are called out, by the Police, for cave rescue, assemble at your nearest Central Police Station. These will be either Chelten-
ham or Gloucester. There you must await transport and instructions.

Cave rescue techniques are not difficult to learn, especially if you are a competent caver. Unfortunately many members are not
fully conversant with these techniques, and this would hinder the team on a rescue. Because of this, the committee feel that a
training programme should be arranged in conjunction with the G.S.S. Meet Secretary and it is hoped that there will be a monthly
meet for training C.R.T. personnel.

The first meeting will be held on Monday 19t October at the Robinson Hall. It will be for training personnel on the “methods and
uses” of knots. I ask everybody to attend this meeting, as we could all do with a refresher course on this subject. Refreshments will
be served and the meeting will begin at 7.30pm. Please arrive on time.

In the future the committee hope to hold lectures, outside rescue practices, and visits to other rescue practices arranged by the
South Wales Cave Rescue Organisation and Mendip Cave Rescue Organisation.

The C.R.T. will require a person who can give medical supervision, and the committee are corresponding with the British Medical
Association (Glos. Branch). The next B.M.A. meeting will be held in October 1964, and it is hoped that a Doctor will volunteer
his services to train with the C.R.T.

One of the difficulties of forming a C.R.T. is where to obtain the money to buy the team equipment. Expensive items such as a
Carrying Sheet, Ropes, and First Aid equipment are required, initially, for any rescue operation. Raising money for these items
could be very difficult especially if G.S.S. members do not help in the organisation, Therefore I appeal to all members to help the
committee as much as possible.

On Saturday 17th October 1964 there is a jumble sale for raising money for the C.R.T. It is being held at the Allington Hall, Derby
Road, Glos. At 2 pm. Help will be required for collecting jumble and also at the sale. Please lend a hand, it will be needed. Please
contact committee members with your offers of assistance.

Fund raisers can be obtained at all times from Les Sherratt, and enquiries are in hand for obtaining Christmas Cards for sale at a
very reasonable price and good profits.

I have tried to give you a brief outline of the C.R.T. committee’s intentions. There is room for improvement, and if you have any
ideas of your own, please put them on paper and send them to me. This C.R.T. cannot succeed without your support, and if you
have no intention of helping, then the idea of a C.R.T. may as well be disbanded. Remember that your fuck may “run out” and you
may require the services of a C.R.T. In this day and age you do not receive something for nothing. Therefore | appeal to you, again,
to help the C.R.T. committee in every way possible. This can be done by attending all the activities, which will help you more than
it will help the committee.

Yours Speleologically,

A. C. Day
(C.R.T. Hon. Secretary.)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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GSS CRT newsletter (November 1964)

In November 1964 the newsletter stated that ...

‘A Day reported that the Chairman had had an interview with the police and that they were very helpful and in-
terested the CRT but would not be able to store the CR equipment at the Glos Police Station due to a lack of stor-
age space. The Police were happy to leave the callout procedure to the team and be able to call on any CRT
member to form a team.

Two committee members and two other club members were reported to have attended a rescue practice held in

New Dunn by the Cheltenham Civil Defence on the 4th of Oct. The attendees observed that the CD team were not
equipped for underground rescue, given that they were operating with standard issue CD equipment.’

1965 to 1970

OFFICIAL ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GCRG

24th MAY 1965

The first AGM of the Cave Rescue Team (which until now had existed as part of the GSS) took place at the Red
Lion, Huntley and the name ‘Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group’ (GCRG) was agreed. The committee was also
established from members of both the GSS and RFDCC.

Following its formation and due to the close ties between the former GSS CRT and the South Wales Caving Club
Cave Rescue Organisation (SWCCCRO), the new group became affiliated to the SWCCCRO and would be called
upon as first backup for rescues in South Wales.

In the early years (up to 1972), the GCRG did not have a fixed Chairman. The position was filled on a yearly basis
for the Annual General Meeting by a number of guests (including Derek Appleing, Tony ‘Anthony’ Day, Gordon
Clissold (SWCCCRO), Oliver Lloyd (Mendip Cave Rescue) etc).

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.

Oct 1966 .... GCRG called to rescue a dog stuck in a rift at Fish Hill, near Broadway Tower; GCRG subsequently
awarded an RSPCA award.

11 March 1967 .... Recovery of Rex Keane, Easter iron mine shaft.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP

1965

24 May 1965 .... (AGM, held at the Red Lion Huntley)
It was agreed that the GSS would allow the GCRG equipment to be stored at the GSS cottage (Bottom Cottage)
as an ideal location. It was proposed that the cave rescue group should be renamed as the ‘Gloucestershire

Cave Rescue Group’.

Cave rescue register established, Tony Isles takes on the role as first administrator.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early GSS CRT newsletter
January 1965
SLUCESTER SPRISOIQGICAL SOCIETY
CAVE RESCUK REWSIETTER
JARUARY 2965

Dear Member,

Following a cessation of asctivities, dus to the Christmanm
Feativities, the committec are sttempting to finish thes job of
forming & useful Cave Rescue Tean,

A small amount of egquipmant hae been bought, It is os follows:-

1 A down Exposure Suit.
2 A stock or Gypsona Bandageés.
3 A puair of telephcnes to form the baeis of & communication system.

A piece of canves han bean given for making into a carrying
sheet and work is in progress on this.

It was mentioned at the C.R.T. Training evening, about the
interview that our Nerden had with the Glouceatersh Conatebulary.
From this interviesw it was evident that the Police were only too
plessed to let us carry on with this job but did not wish to have
the responaibility of calling out the whole team. Therefore the
C.R.T, must be called out by one of seversl members whose nomes are
listed with the Police, There are six names at the Gloucesterahire
County Police Hesdgquarters, and in the csese of an emergency ons of
these aix will be contacted to form o Rescue Team.

I again remind all persons concernad that the eall out proceedure
is as follows:~

"#hen called out on a Cave Reocue, go home and ¢ollect your
equipment. Proceed to the nesrest Central Police Station at
Oloucester or Cheitenhsm. Await further orders and trensport. If
you have transport, plesse use it",

To save time in on emergency. It is ifmperstive that esch
person's C.R. kit 1s packed ready to be collected, Time 1a &
valuable commodify and if it is wasted, while poog: are trying to
find their kit, plus food and cooking equipment, casuslty will
suffer. Our object is to seve 1life, plense remember that.

The C.R.T« have had offers of service from two Doctors. They
are Or. Pepper and Dr. Rocyn~Jones, and both have slready had one
familisrisation trip underground., The medical care of the casualty
hes been & worrying problem up to now. We feel that this problea is
well on the way to being solved.

The membership of the 0.5.8. is scarcely large enough to cover
the amount of peragnml required for & C.R.T., and because of this
the committee feel that as the C,R.T. in finencially independent of
the 0.8.5. (but still remembering it wea sponsored by the 0e5.3)
it would be a good idea to throw open the membership of the C.R.T.
to any caver in Oloucestershire. This will be the only way in which
the C.R.T. will be able to get sufficient volunteers for s large
callout., Indeed, the formation of an amslgamated C.R.T. would be
more likely to bring cavers orf Gloucestershire together than iz at
present the case; this ;:uld be sdvm::aoon:.tomﬂ;eezvmt.of
spaleoclo enerally. any person disgrees,
bcl:):ter 1gaf ple-u:,-riu to me with their suggestions and they will
be considered by the C.R, Committee.

On the 8th Feb. 8.15 p.m. there will be a demonstration at the
5t. Johns Ambulance H.Q. in Cheltenham on Mouth to Mouth Artificial
Reepiration. Following the demonstration everybody will have an
spportunity to practise on the life size dunny «

V it is hoped in ths nesr future tec hold a Cave Rescus exercise
in the Foreant of Dean. I ask 811 those who are members of the C.R.T.
to try and attend thim exercise. The date will be circulated at

& later date.

Attached to this newsletter you will find & C.R.T. information
sheet. You have bably slresdy rillied one of these in before.
We a8k you to ri it in agein so that our records caen be kept up
to date, Plesee return them to me &8 soon ae& possible. If they
are not returned we shall assume that you do not wish to ba a
member of the C.R.T. Please do not meke thie decision, the C.R.T,
requires you desperately.

Yours Speleologically,

AL Day.
(Cave Remcue Hon. Sceretary).

www.gcrg.org.uk
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE TEAM
MAY NEWSLETTER (1965)

40 Brunswick Road,
Gloucester

Dear Member,

The heading of the last newsletter was incorrect and it should be read as above. We are not an organisation but a
Rescue Team.

The most important future part of the C.R.T. will be the Annual General Meeting, which is to be held on Monday
24" May, 1965. It will be held at the Red Lion Inn, Huntley, and will commence at 7.45pm. Please try and attend this
meeting. All nominations for officers and members of the Committee should be sent to me, at the above address.

A.G.M Agenda

Apologies

Minutes of Previous A.G.M.
Matters Arising from minutes
Wardens report for 1964/65
Treasurers report

Election of Officers for 1965/66
Team kit storage

Any other business

The practice call-out of members of the C.R.T. which occurred at the end of April, was very successful and | would like to
thank all of you for turning out. | apologise for any inconvenience that it may have caused. Please remember, it might have
been the real thing and this practice proved that we can form a Team within an hour of initiating a call-out.

At the end of the newsletter you will find a personal kit list. | advise everyone to take note of this list and try to collect all the
equipment on it and keep in one place. It is imperative that you have your kit ready in case of emergency, this list is only a
guide.

Practice Rescue

There will be a practice rescue on Sunday 23" May, 1965 it will be held in the Forest of Dean. The trip will leave at 9.45 on
Sunday morning from Westgate Bridge. | hope to see you all there. Please try to attend and remember it will be a day trip.

Personal Kit
Pack of food to consume on journey to Rescue (Chocolate, Biscuits, Barley sugar etc.)
A pack to carry any equipment required under ground (light spares, blankets, stimulating food etc.)

A pack to contain any equipment required for above ground (food, cookery utensils, sleeping bag etc.).

Personal Underground Equipment

Carbide, Water, Prickers, Spare jets, First Aid (Triangular bandages, bottle of diluter Antiseptic, Cotton Wool, Plasters, lint,
mine dressings and scissors), waterproof matches.

Additional
Anything which may be useful (wet suits, tents, cooking stoves, etc.)

Yours Speleologically,
AC.Day

A.C. Day
(G.C.R.T. Hon. Sec)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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The below has been reproduced from the original handwritten newsletter

Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group

July newsletter 1965

Dear member,

Another year of the GCRG has commenced and it is hoped that it will have increasing success, this however depends upon your support and
co-operation.

I would like to thank all the members of the Royal Forest of Dean Caving Club for volunteering their services for the GCRG. As there are so
many of you it has been decided that general training and callout procedure should be organised by your club. However, practices will be
organised for al members of the group at frequent intervals.

The committee decided at the last meeting that a record should be kept of any activities of the GCRG and 1 ask you to put pen to paper on
any training meet or practice rescue meet. This is so that we can refer to them and record our mistakes. Also at this meeting it was agreed
upon that the mine shafts and outcrop workings and natural caves should be recorded with notes on their depth etc. The following will be
published in the newsletters. I ask all of you to help in this and to let me have the details. The reason for publishing them is to save people
looking at something that has already been recorded.

The following will give you examples of the information required (these are genuine):-

1) New Dun Iron Mine Pit —SO 50NE GRID REF. 58170836.
Filled to surface with rubbish —on private land and watched by Police.

2) Old Ham Iron Mine Pit Shaft — SO 50NE GRID REF. 57980831
Filled at surface with rubbish.

3) Red Ham Pit Shaft — SO 50NE GRID REF. 5807 0907
Filled at surface with rubbish —undetectable.

4) Name Unknown — SO 50NE GRID REF. 5816 0893
Partially filled with rubbish — Depth 30ft approx. —stone lined, well fenced — Requires no equipment in search as bottom can be seen
from surface.

5) Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.1 —SO 50NE GRID REF. 5822 0903
Completely capped with concrete.

6) Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.2 —SO 50NE GRID REF. 5839 0903
Partially filled with rubbish — Depth 30ft approx. —stone lined — Stone wall around shaft at surface but one side missing,
therefore easily accessible — Dangerous — Requires no equipment in search as bottom can be seen from surface — used as rubbish waste
dump.

7) Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.3 —SO 50NE Grid Ref. 5849 0915
Undetectable, presumably filled in.

8) Easter Iron Mine Pit Shaft No.4 —SO 50NE Grid Ref. 5858 0915
Completely enclosed by a stone, locked up, well-kept building.
Top of shaft (assumed) is 20ft above ground capped with a steel plate — Have reason to believe local firm use it to pump water to
obtain iron oxide.

The finances of the group require boosting and all members are requested to help by selling some of the fundraisers and Christmas cards. For
more information please contact me and 1 will forward details to you.

It is hoped that the GCRG will hold a Speleologist Christmas Dinner and we would like to know who would be interested so that we can
assess for organising a dinner, again please inform your committee members of your views as you will make it a success.

Yours Speleologically,

AC Day

(Hon Secretary)

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early GCRG newsletter

August 1965
- ‘ - .r—‘l
| SLOUCECTERGIIRE C/VE KEIOUR URQUR
" AR 1

40, Brunswick Road,
Gloucester.,

Gloucester 27940 Room 7

Dear !lellbe!'.

Another yeor of the G.,C.R.3, has commenced and 1t is
hoped that it will have increasing success., This however depends
upon your support ond co-operation.

I would like to thank all members of the Roysl Forest of
Dean Caving club for volunteering their services for the 0.C.R.G.
As there are so mony of you, it has been decided that general
treining and cell out procedure should be organised on a club
basis, and then complete practice meets arranged at fairly
frequent intervals for all clubs and individual membere.

The committee has decided that a record should be kept of
all activities of the G.C.R.G and I ask you to put pen to paper
on any treining meet or practice rescue meet. This is so that
we have & complete record of all events, and eoch club or section
by referring to others records, can avoid making the same mictakes
and learn by others experience.

<t was also agreed upon the importence of compiling o full
and accurate lict of ell known mines, caves, digs, shofts etc.
Along with exact locetion shall dbe recorded known depth, eny
other entrances, accessability by vehiclez location of nearest
telephone and so on. Mr. A, Iles, 68, Goodmoor Crescent, Churchdown,
Glos. has agreed to act as Registrar, and the attached form shows
the information required. To avoid duplication of effort the
latest additions to the list will be included in the newsletters
together with their Grid References,

A familiarisotion trip for the doctors hoo been arranged for
Thursday evening Sept. 9th. It has been arrenged to mest st
The Ceorge, Mitcheldeen, at 7.30 p.m.

The afterncon of Saturdsy 18th Sept. must be kept free as
this is the date of the next general practice meet. Kick-off is
2.30 pem, at Clcorzell.

The finences of the Group require boosting and all members
are requssted to help by selling Fund raisere and Christmas cards.
For further information, please contact me end I will forward
detaills to you.

"lease note NOJ that & Dinner-dance has been arranged for
Friday 26th Nov. at the White Hart, Cinderford, The venue has
been thoroughly recommended for both atmosphere and cuisine, and
it is hoped that everyone will do thelir best to mttend., Tickets
will be avallable shortly from committce members and will cont
15/6¢., Please come, and why not persuade a friend to come &b
well - he might be agreeably surprised to £ind out whaot a sociable
crowé cavers can be.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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In the early years of the GCRG it was recognised that some form of record/registry ought to
be made to formally record underground sites in the GCRG region

. TP ] [+

29915 0% OF QAVES AND UOES IN T QOUNTY QY OLOUCESTRAHIRE

1 you thimk you know of » oave or mine entroude {or entrances)
wolal bava pot been mrevioVisly rescorded 1n the 0,0.:H,0. register,
plosse £411 in ths form below. To be of real practleal ves, from a
peocun point of view, the datuile of vehlole acoeni, nesrest tele-
paone clo., saould

sloo b gonpleted,

(1) Nures af cove op mine (12 KDOUD)s esesccansssnsasionconns

(1) Bureeated nans, Af portaln none OXiObBiccscseveaciosrnccncinans
(2) opsd raferonca (give (.3, QAP BO.)esssrecssvecacsinsanassiinne

(4) Necrest point S0 which webicle may be driven (G.R. )ieecsccescs
1) 12 (4) 1= slong n trock, macked On & map Or cthereise, give

Doant 20ann OFf OPPIUACHccessvvrasssssssasassnssasssssastnsssnnce

B T R

(8) Lrisf Goialle of cave or mine: approxicmte uspth, extent, mo.
of neant of entry, possibility of fellm, @i cciveccssssscnasns
sesesensvsens sassessse ssssee 90040000000 SRINs s RseRRROE ss0S

......... B

tessssssssssssnenn
P eAlEsssEsEsEEssttsans et aRtistassEIsRIs tansRIsReREnteS

Lodulion of mearaal (elephoN®ecsicensoccisntacosassoncsscsnane
(0] 292a%10n of peareat FOli00sccesevcccascnsicassnssosnnnanseness
(9) To3ation of nearsst BOCPLtal.icesrccccccsscicssassncssssnscensne
ig) 1 104 of nsorgat fire nBoSiOD.cescerecsciacoscnnicnasnincee

11) Loution of pearest sopffold polom,eeeses

%) 1y etaz> Setodla which might Le Of UBCecevssencsssscccssnnnes

B

........ B e L L

D Y
IFE Lhds foem vhen sonpleted to: Hr A. Ilea, 6&, Goodmoor Creo.

by, Glos.

An early attempt to provide a means to transport the cave rescue equipment to a practice or rescue

wvintes have boen mece qor

having all Re:
for the whole
be of asbout the
without diffioulty
1ying derelict

which to build, pl -.:.". cont

Tours “peleclopically

18 September 1965 [Training] .... British Mine.

12 December 1965 [Training] .... King Arthur’s Cave.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1966
21 January 1966 [Training] .... New Dun.

August 1966 newsletter .... Secretary reports that in 1965 much of the group’s limited income came from the
selling of Christmas cards.

4 September 1966 [Training] .... Speech House Quarry.
20 October 1966 .... Halloween party held at British Mine.
23 October 1966 [Training] .... Wigpool.

25 November 1966 .... Buffet and dance held at White Hart, Cinderford.

Observations made from an early practice in New Dunn

m.mwumnmmug. & rescue was raised
again, mention nade of near accidents eg'r rescuers standing

elose proximity, when the wearer bent down. Carbide lampe might
b R e g i B mmnmno:aw-:e
te., ing been strategically placed by

www.gcrg.org.uk
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First Constitution of the group

25th May 1966

SLOUCEGIVRUILIRE CAVE fESCUE_OROUP

cONHTITU! .

1. BAME, The group shall be called the GLOUCESTERSMIRE CAVE
RESCUE GRUUP, Hereinafter called the G.C,R.0.

S. DOBJECT, The object of the 0,C.R.0. shall be primarily:~
8) The preservation of 1ifs of persona injurrd
unde rground,
b) The rapid extrication of any such gersona from
Oaves, mines, or eimilar environment.
¢) To circulate information arising from experience
gained, to interested parties,

£l

Membership shell be open to pll cavera who fael
competant to deal with the envisaged eltustiona, above or
below ground, and who are prepared to take further trsining,
Soch persons ghall have reached the age of 16 years,

4) OFrIcKas. The management of the G,C.R.G. shall be vested in
n committee comprising:-
a) Secreiary (warden).

b) Treasurer,
¢ Information Officer.
d) Equipment Officer.

e) 5 Ordinary Uesmbers.
walch snsll have power to scoeph or co-opt other persone
into the comaittee.,

Tho election of the comnittee shall be held at the
Annual Jeneral Weeting., The comulttee pasuaing office
after elsction.

5) Punbg AND =4 UHU&'E"“
The Tunda shall be ueed at the diseretion of the

comltiee, providing they do not violgte any clause of
this Constitution,

The Treasurer ahall keep a proper mcoount hook, which
may be inspacted by ony G.U.R,G, member, and shall asubmit g
Statement of Account pt Committee Uecting, and sn suvdited
balance Ghest at the Anmual Genepal de- tins, The Balance
Sheet to be sudited by some reputable pereon not o member
of e G.C.K, 0,

In the event of the 0.C.R.0. oeasing to exiel, all
Tunda, accounts, records, cquipment and wthep material, ahall
be pasaed to the South Wales Cave lescue Orgnnization for
safe keepirg, and placed in bond, If, efter three yeprs, toe
0.0.R.0. hme not been reformed to the Sntiof'action of the
.. C.R.0., they may absorb such itemn as they hold into
their own store and funda.

§) _MESIINGs,

a) The Annual General Heeting shall be cplled witaln one
weeX cf' the 27th May, st least 14 days notice being
given to all membears.

(b) Extrsordinary Oeneral Heetings shsll be called at the
discration of the Comuittee, st lenst 14 days notice
being given to all members.

¢) A quorum ahall comprise of thres members,

dg Proctice Hesoue and Training mectinge eshell be held
as decided by the Committes.

7) MUATTERS NOT COV-RED BY 'THE CONSITTUIION.

a) The constitution may only be amended at an Annual or
Extreordinary Genersl Meeting. Any proposal of motion,
algned by two or more membera, received by the Hon,
Secretary at least one month before a mecting, must
be included in the agends. Prior notice of proposed
ammendments to the constitution must be circulated to
all members two werks before that meeting, at which 1t
is proposed to consider them,

a) The Commnittee shall have full power to deal with any
mstter not provided for in this Constitution, Their
dsoision shall at all times be final.

25th Uay 1966,

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1967

[CALLOUT] .... 11 March 1967, Rex Keane (GCRG member) was fatally injured while abseiling Easter iron mine

shaft.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

CAVER FELL TO HIS DEATH IN
DISUSED IRON ORE SHAFT

The wewe pory w B g0y

RSP.CA. CERTIFICATE

In 1067 the Gloucestershire
Cave Rescue Group were
awarded the certificate of
merit by the RSP.CA. for
successfully rescuing o fox
terrier from a crevice at Fish
Hill, Brosdway. The operation
lasted nearly three hours.

The first aocident the group
were called to deal with was
in March, 1967, when Mr. Rex
Keans of Oonlwny, was pot-
holing with members of the
Royal Forest of Dean Caving
Club and feil 200 feet to his
death down n mine shaft,
when his safety rope broke,

Mr. Derek Appleing, warden
secretary, and Mre. Jim Hay
made the diffioult descent
down the mine — offcially
senled and closed 50 years ago
—to recover the body,

Caving ax a sport In on the
increase and although
accidents in the arem are rarm,
it 13 reassuring to know that
an efficlent reecue organisation
is at hand,

FRIDAY, MAKCH 17, 1067
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16 April 1967 [Training] .... Wigpool.

1968

1968 .... Landrover/Ambulance became available, bought and moved to Clearwell Castle and fitted out with rack-
ing etc for equipment storage ... subsequently stored at Coleford police station.

28th September 1968 .... GCRG hosts the National Cave Rescue Conference at the Berkeley Hotel, Cheltenham
[An impressive feat to organise an event of this nature considering that GCRG had only existed for 3 years at this

point, Ed].

GCRG newsheet

smbulance which we have been hopl to
has st last become available snd been purZu:.‘cd »m::."o.'g.'af:f' ‘:1-.
#0on as Insurance oover hes been arranged, the a‘uhnu will be moved
t:"uhml Osstle, and will be fitted out with racks and other
conglete this tasks s ooutame ey Sosbiyiis coviously be reguired te

ac

b v“‘;‘“ 78 loﬂq'r. any ttee r after the end

n completed, the skbulance will be kept in the yord of Coleford
Police Station by kind permizsion of '
will be availeble st the enquiry desk, = oo Jonstable, The keys

%p ﬂgn has been approached, and has soo
Training cer. In future he will b:'mpmtbh gm‘:ni::’t:{xu
of Reascue Practices, Training Mects, and the co-ordination of Instruotorss

0 '
arrangeman Ve now been made for the 1988
C.R,0,'s which is this ygr being held at the Berkeley g:g;nm ~
Cheltenhamoon September S8th with the G.C.R.G, in the unos‘y of hosto.
. It is hoped that all members will do their best to support thés
{:::’:.z.ontutmo. and the following items should be of considerablas
1. Demonatrstion of the 'Vitalograph' manual r tat
8. Telk by & repressntative of NIone Ooran o o i o
3 mz:::o:.::.::‘:::.wm b,
- .
& Demonstration of the Taasuiliser sisotenars ouve G0
. nastration In Sandford Swimmi
8.W.C.R,0."s Sump Rescue Equipment, W

The Conference starts at 2p.m. in the Pittville Room of
I9%53; a8, Tablerag toe Cofershis’aace huld be'a iner 1% Chve.
& t:::‘ Beth son hun. please contact any member of the
ng PS5 are be arranged for Sunday the 20th September
for the further e t 4 4
for sue Savtver njoymen delegates, and offers of leaders will '

turday 8nd November hes been chiosen as the date ro
barbecuve, and this will take place once n in barbecue 5u§2=.'3"

goes out for assista
1 you what is required, nee, and your locel Committeo Member will

hoped once mors %o hold this
Hart, oua.. ':::M. g: gx- year it will p:.miy.;::: :: :ouo:h:"
sl .f' th November is the date tentatively arranged,

23, Chelmaford Avenue,

Warden Hill,

Cheltenham,

Glos. D. M. Appleing.
Hon.8ea, )

15 December 1968 [Training] .... Buckshaft.
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1969
At the AGM of 31 May 1969, the Hon Secretary (Derek Appleing) proposed an annual subscription of 5/ to [1]

show those who were serious about cave rescue and [2] to raise much needed funds. At the 1970 AGM this as
cancelled & replaced with voluntary donations.

‘GELINITE IN OLD MINE WORKINGS’

On 20th January 1969 GCRG was contacted by the Coleford police to report that ten sticks of gelignite had been
found in New Dun by a caver and had been subsequently blown up by the army. The police representative
then went on to suggest that it would be good for GCRG to warn its members of the dangers of finding further
explosives which “under some circumstances the slightest touch could cause an explosion.”

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY

/..

TLLEPHONE NO |

Coleford 3141

Police Station,
COLEFORD,
Glos,

20th January 1309

Dear Sir,

8
aselipnite in old mine workinus
On the 19th Junuary 19066 un experienced potholer found
ten sticks of eryotallizod gellpgnite in an old worxing
at Stock Farm,Clearwelil,Coleiord,a working which I
understand o aloo znown oo Lew Dun, A8 you no doubt know
this 18 a popular 'thole and tihe dangers of such sensitive
high explosive wili. be well kno o you,In fact,an aray
explosives expert examined Lhe Limnite in situ and wao
of the opinion that a dislodged slone or a footfall would
have beesn wull'icient to detonate it,
The young ho found the gelignite acted with great
\ preaence ind a later was of conalderable asnintancs
to the police and army in effecting the disposal o1 thit
5 risk,ile is Christopicr BYNG,of 'Cotawold',Langley Road,
WINCIHICOMID e remuined in o o or with the aruy cxpors
while a Tuze,(ull ¢ short I v comfort! was sot,
then led o raold egenpe . ] this exploit
i . Una el A A 10 ¢ thaut Lo Wil i
Laclally Luinzted by the Ghiel wtable,
Tou may c ier 1t worthwhile worning your menpe:r:
posaibilily of fincing such lethal ltems in olc mines,
¢ that under some circunstances the oiightest touch ¢
/) cuuse an oxplos.ion,

Yoyrs fajitnfully,
P A ! “ 1 I ORE!
Leo Zubacot
My D.Appleing, Sergeant llo G006,
23,Chelanl’ord Ave,
Harden iiil
Cheltenham
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE

CAVE RESCUE

GROUP
(MEMBER OF THE CAVE RESCUE COUNCIL)

23, Chelmsford Avenue,
Warden Hill,
Chel tennham,
Glos,
GLS51 5DL.

28th Januvary 1969,

Serpgeant L. Tapscott,

Jolice Station,

COLEFORD, :
Glos.

vear 8ir,

Gelignite in old mine workings.

Thank, you for your let.er relating to tie eventc of Liae
1Vtn January. In order to effect the most rupid dissemination
of the worning contained in your letter, I took Liie léberty of
Ltaking photo coplies and distributing tnese the soume evening.

Unfortunately, the nction temken c¢mused considerable
rezentment gmong some local cavers, for reasons which you moy not
rendily appreciate. The exiotnnge of tuls cacue of gelicnite
hnd been Known for some conniderabile time, and steps Lod been
“acen by peraons experienced in tne nnandline of tue substance
: paLee Laal 34 was nol dangerouvs. Some of e aticka. hud
Seen renoved Crom tae mine and all efforts at detonation
(1deluding, of course, the use of detonstors) had falled,

Hecnuse of thnls, tne rest of the gelignite and been leflt,

togeiner witii the amall ting containing detonators and fuses, ns
an 1tem of industrinl arcineologicnl interest, to be shown to
partien of intereoted pernons being snown nround the mine., Lue
explosive hnd been left over twenty years previouvsly by the

winers woo lost worked the mine, and all tracea of nitro glycerine
must nnve noaked into the rock and sandy floor and completely
alspersed,

In order to ensure tont the explosive found was in foct the
aall same gelignite us was already known to us, I contactled
Kr. Byng, and in coupany with Laree other cavers, retraced toe
Gleps trodden by yourself earlier in the week. 1. wap indeed the
same location, and we quickly found the results of L ary plastic
explosive. Tne majority of tne old geliznite wns forced - with
the appearsnce of 0o much mashed potato = into Lie back of the
hole wnere 1t nad lain for o dong. The rest of it, in lengtns
of 1-13 incnea, was found scattered arcund the chamber.

In view of .hese findings, I feel tiie risk is no§ ns

great ng at first feared, but hasten Lo assure you thnt all such
Tinds will be treated with caution and respect,

Yours faithfully,

DM olpphonr

D.R.Appleing.
(Hon. Sec.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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4 May 1969 [Training] .... Old Bow iron mine.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Local newspaper cutting (probably dates from 1969)

1969, GCRG at Symonds Yat

Photo: Tony Day

1969, inside GCRG’s first ambulance

Photo: Tony Day

Registered Charity No. 900316

POTHOLERS SHOULD
LEARN FIRST AID,
RESCUE PRACTICE

"ON! of the best things a
Pl a.:cr can do is to w::lm

WI’ ans as
cave rescus practices, for the
two go ' empha-
sised Mr. W, Little, of the
South Wales Sl.l:i.hz neact:a
Organisation, at the
annual meeun.gp of the Glou-
cegtersghire Cave Rescue Group
at the Butcher’s Arms, Clear-

!chaired the meeting.

wall, near Lydney. Mr. Little

In his Mr, Derek
Appleing, hon. secretary, re-
vlewedmtht; activities o;h the

¢ past year, There
mm two rescue practices,
and the most im

needed work on it, had been
well worth purchasing,
The treasurer, Mr, Jim Hay,
gave a satisfactory financial
statement,
“tn Athel e:l-lecuuu of m
r. Appleing was re
hon. secretary; Mr, Jim Hay,
hon, treasurer; Mr. Tony Day,
hon, information officer; and
Mr. Lawrence Balley, hon,
tackle officer, Ordinary mem-
bers are Roger Balley, Colin
Graham and J, Elliott.

A proposition by Mr. Apple-
ing that an annusl member-
ghip fee of 5s. per head be pald
was earried

After refreshments, & safety

acquisition had been an ambu-
lance which, although it had

film entitled “Hazard”, was
enjoyed,

It was in May, 1964, that
the Gloucester Speleclogical
Society met to the
formation of a G.S.5. osve
rescue team. By May, 1963,
the Royal Forest of Dean
Caving Club had been formed
and many of Its members
wished to join the activities of,
the G.S.S. cave rescue team.

It was then decided to form
an Independent organisation
which was to be called the
Gloucestershire Cave Rescue
Group, which almed to be able
to cope at any time with
underground emergencies In
an area covering thas whole
of Gloucestershire and its
fringes.

This is & voluntary organis-
ation and equipment so far
has been purchased solely by
money raised by members or
out of thelr own pockets, They,
alm for more egquipment but
money is short. Items Ilke
,stretchers and communication
equipment have heen designed
and made by members

e s, B e
group operates is an ve
one. Notices are placed at the
entrance to princi caves
and mines in the rest of

is kept at Coleford
Station ready for instant
action. This |s given weekly
servicing by members tol
ensure readiness for action.

ROP A CERTIEICATE |

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1969, cave rescue training at

Symonds Yat

Photo: Tony Day

1970

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

18 April 1970 [Training] .... Buckshaft scowle hole.

9 June 1970 .... one of a series of rescue-associated lectures

is held at the Red Lion, Huntley.

12 July 1970 [Training] .... Bream scowles.

www.gcrg.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 900316

1969, cave rescue training at
Symonds Yat

Photo: Tony Day

GLOUCESTERSVRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

SERIES OF LECTURES
AND
DE MONSTRATIONS
oN
FIRST-AID
FOK
CAVING % CLIMBING
AT
THE RED LION, HUNTLEY

NEXT LECTURE Wikl BE MELD -

TUESDAY, Frw TUNE
L
8P
MR WORSWICK, OF VEKERS MEDICAL SUMPLis
Wi DEMINSTRRTE

INFLATRARLE SPLINTS N OTMER £ QUIFMENT

An early example of a GCRG membership form
(dates from 1966 to 1971)
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1971 to 1980

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.

5 March 1972 .... OFD (1-2), only GCRG members with wetsuits were put on standby. In the end not needed
due to the use of application of a plaster cast to the casualty’s damaged ankle.

12 August 1973 .... Old Ham search, lost party.

20 January 1974 .... Lost party in Old Ham/Old Bow.

7 October 1974 .... Lost party in Old Ham.

8 March 1975 .... Old Ham, search for possible missing cavers (found camping in Railway Churn).
5 July 1976 .... Lost party in Old Ham, found ok.

31 May 1979 .... Otter Hole, party (Bath University) trapped by sump not opening.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP

1971

1971 .... Article on GCRG in ‘Gloucestershire Life’.

10 January 1971 [Training] .... New Dun (near shaft, beyond Gelignite Chamber).
18 April 1971 [Training] .... Old Bow.

1971 (AGM) .... The Constitution was amended so that the group now has a permanent Chairman as part of
the committee. This negates the need to have a guest Chairman attending from South Wales, Mendips etc.

11 July 1971 [Training] .... Old Bow.
26 September 1971 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.
10 October 1971 [Training] .... Worcester/Bixslade Quarries.

December 1971 (Committee Meeting) .... Treasurer, staggered at the high cost of running the ambulance per
year (£11, petrol & insurance), suggested the use of a horsebox which could instead be towed at no expense.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early 1970s examples of advertising for forthcoming events.

1972
9 January 1972 [Training] .... Yew Tree Pit/New Dun.

[CALLOUT] .... 5 March 1972, OFD (1-2), only GCRG members with wetsuits were put on standby. In the end not
needed due to the use of application of a plaster cast to the casualty’s damaged ankle.

9 April 1972 [Training] .... Symonds Yat/C Caves.

9 July 1972 [Training] .... Lambsquay to Old Ham, casualty carry.

1972 (October Newsletter) .... Ambulance recorded as being in a sorry state but still just about usable — decision
made to obtain a caravan approx. 12-15 ft in length which could then be converted into a mobile store, GCRG

office and HQ. Consequently, the heavier rescue items are held at the RFDCC tackle store at the Butchers Arms,
Clearwell.

1972 .... Rota for ambulance drivers for January and

February (D Appleing, M Sterry, | Standing, C Ander-
son, A Day, G Clissold).

10 October 1972 [Training] .... Robin Hood Pit.

GCRG Ambulance, early 1970s

www.gcrg.org.uk 22
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GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

An early example of a Cave Rescue notice to be left in a car when on a callout.

Registered Charity No. 900316

CAVE RESCUE

AL ESTIR SHIRE

AVE UESOUM GROUP

1973

1973 (June Newsletter) .... Ambulance now scrapped and replaced with a caravan which is now stored at the

Coleford Police Station.

In 1973, the group produced its first information handbook.

‘ Gloucestershire

CAVE RESCUE
GROUP

Information Handbook
1973

Summary of Tackle

Rescue Practice Dates

How

When

EMERGENCY CALL OUT:

Local Contacts

0554542 3%6

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Early 1970s GCRG callout handbook

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

BEEEEEHI

¥

e S —

\ S ———, TG

————

www.gcrg.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 900316

INETAVETIQNS
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7 January 1973 [Training] .... Surface/Underground Search (Forest of Dean).
8 April 1973 [Training] .... Clearwell Caves/Old Ham.

8 July 1973 [Training] .... Tufts (flooded lower level).

[CALLOUT] .... 12 August 1973, Old Ham, search for lost party.

7 October 1973 [Training] .... Bixslade Quarry area.

1974

7 January 1974 [Training] .... Old Ham (carry from bottom of shaft at Easter dig end of New Dun pit 2nd land-
ing).

1974 (Petrol Rationing)

A notice sent out advertising the practice to be held on 7 Jan 1974 (carrying a casualty from the bottom of
the climbing shaft at the Easter dig end of New Dun pit [second landing]) stated the following ...

“The caravan will be in position as HQ, providing that petrol rationing is not introduced before the practice

day. If rationing is introduced please ring me (Di Court) on Fri 4™ Jan so that | can inform you of the practice
can go ahead —all depends upon the severity of the rationing.”

[CALLOUT] .... 20 January 1974, lost party in Old
Ham/Old Bow.
7 April 1974 [Training] .... SO 6554 1954.

7 July 1974 [Training] .... Oakwood Mill Deep
Level.

6 October 1974 [Training] .... Wigpool.

[CALLOUT] .... 7 October 1974, lost party in Old
Ham.

An early 1970s advert for a forthcoming
training exercise in New Dun.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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In November 1974, spare caving equipment was advertised for sale in order to raise funds for the group.

LS fr‘ TACKLE. AVARBBLE NOVEHBER 1974
2 X ; ; e
Lowlders 17 inclding 2 ot b Gook langhh
Rope 50 merer &
Rofe oo Fesver 3
Rope  over oo mor 2

Tedhere (Nva) 20  taress lanalhs
Crobs o
Pulleys 2
Swroay Tage {

Compost |

Clocs poe
fife o Edion Lamp Spares 2 bees asserfed bk

LET oF IRCKIE  FoR SALE

100G

Pl Gueilebla
EL;:\:.\L;: “:.f'.‘e" 3 Contact . ﬂﬁ.‘ﬂ

Ned "‘\af-a Adeilealda 5\.0\"\(\1
Nulow “Toms.
- \

P b ke amounesd

- -

Nife G\ Gbla of the ol @ Sof per % metses

—GUENTITY — PRICE

Teselon el 7 F2  ead
Toslen Hesdbasds 2 45 P eacl
Njlen Snagp for saeme b 5% ead
Treee G\ Maie Bulbs 20 23F cadl
Thes Coh Dip Dot 9 8° each
Corbide Qop Lamps 3 fa- 20 e

1975

5 January 1975 [Training] .... Lambsquay/Old Ham (search).

[CALLOUT] .... 8 March 1975, Old Ham search for possibly missing cavers (found camping in Railway Churn).
1976

6 January 1976 [Training] .... Devil’s Chapel.

4 July 1976 [Training] .... Search in Lambsquay/Dun/Ham complex (incentive of 1/2 gallon of cider to be given
to the person who finds the missing caver before 15:00).

[CALLOUT] .... 5 July 1976, Lost party in Old Ham, found ok.

3 October 1976 [Training] .... Old Ham.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Callout list for June 1976

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP
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1977

15 January 1977 [Training] .... Otter Hole (carry from sump to car park).

12 March 1977 [Training] .... Otter Hole.
3 July 1977 [Training] .... Perseverance iron mine.

October 1977 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.

1978

Registered Charity No. 900316

8 January 1978 [Training] .... Cleeve Hill search and casualty rescue from Isaac’s Cave.

16 April 1978 [Training] .... Old Ham.
1 July 1978 [Training] .... Otter Hole.
1 October 1978 [Training] .... Devil’s Chapel.

1979

1979 .... GCRG adopts the Warden system and the following are appointed:

P Capper, Maurice Febry, John Elliott, John Hutchinson, Anthony White, Sally Harvey, Derek Appleing, Jim

Hay, Bruce Hendrie, Paul Taylor, Phil Schwartz, John Berry

1 April 1979 [Training] .... Seymour’s Swallet.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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[CALLOUT] .... 31 May 1979, Otter Hole, party (Bath University) trapped by sump not opening.

-'——-q

[ CAWPING WESTERN

e S

| —-;; Daily Presstil=

"

[akd

7
I

- - . D R — .

h students cut off by wall of water

FIVE TRAPPED
36 HOURS

O pow vober rowr £ MONEY ?

mgunu'nnm " -

= Press ‘tr; In;
- to run council

1 July 1979 [Training] .... Old Bow.
7 October 1979 [Training] .... Old Ham.

1979 (Newsletter) .... An ambulance has been donated to GCRG, just needs moving to the Forest & re-painting.
A small caravan has also been donated; will be used as a field kitchen and for carrying heavy equipment.

1979 .... GCRG joins SWERA (South West England Rescue Association) and becomes an official Mountain Rescue
Post (No. 100).

1980

1980 .... GCRG receives a grant of £250 from the central Silver Jubilee Trust, for a stretcher for Otter Hole.

3 March 1980 [Training] .... Old Ham.

12/13 July 1980 [Training] .... Otter Hole.

September 1980 (newsletter) .... Due to rising costs of printing/postage, the newsletter will in future only go to
regular attendees. All other members will get the post-AGM one and all other copies will be available at the

Butchers & via club newsletters.

5 October 1980 [Training] .... Old Ham.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1981 to 1990

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.

17/19 January 1981 .... Agen Allwedd (Southern Stream passage, Tim Flannigan). GCRG members had potential
issues with cars running out of petrol.

12/13 March 1983 .... Search in Nailsworth area for 3 boys who had probably gone underground, found in Rock-
ness mine.

1986 .... Old Ham (caver fell 20ft & broke a few bones, in the lower sections of the system, with partner (who did
not know the way out to get help) (newsletter, July 1987).

1986 .... Old Ham, lost group of 5 cavers, callout made and they were quickly located and brought out.

28 March 1987 .... GCRG assist (with 3 diggers) SWCRO with the rescue of a caver trapped in a collapse at a dig
(Coed-y-Mwstwr Woods Cave) near Bridgend.

20 July 1987 .... Otter Hole, party late (from RAF Locking), sump not opening.

12 August 1987 .... Mounton Brook dig (between Chepstow & Shirenewton) callout (assistance also from
SWCRO), roof collapse, caver trapped & buried.

23/24 January 1988 .... OFD, HADES party trapped by rising water.
30 January 1988 .... GCRG on standby for incident at OFD.

2 April 1989 .... Missing person search (mines & caves of the Nailsworth area), body later recovered by Police
from a pond (8 GCRG personnel searched 15 mines/caves in an operation that lasted 4 hours).

26 April 1989 .... Old Ham, GFRS bring casualty (knee injury) out (school party) with GCRG assistance.
25 June 1989 .... GCRG requested to attend (and assist GFRS) a climbing incident at Symonds Yat; climber had fall-

en into a cave entrance.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP

1981

4 January 1981 [Training] .... Wigpool.

[CALLOUT] .... 17-19 January 1981, Agen Allwedd (Tim Flannigan, Southern Stream Passage). GCRG members had
potential issues with cars running out of petrol due to lack of available open garages (no 24-hour petrol stations
back then!)

5 April 1981 [Training] .... Old Ham.

July 1981 [Training] .... DYO (joint practice with SWCRO).

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1982

4 April 1982 [Training] .... Old Bow.

15/16 May 1982 [Training] .... DYO (joint practice with SWCRO).
18 July 1982 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.

1983

[CALLOUT] .... 12-13 March 1983, no details (newsletter, March 1983).
27 April 1983 [Training] .... Cranham stone mine.

22 October 1983 [Training] .... Joint practice at Agen Allwedd.
1984

8 January 1984 [Training] .... Symonds Yat.

7 October 1984 [Training] .... Worcester Quarry.

1985

16 January 1985 [Training] .... Symonds Yat area.

31 March 1985 [Training] .... Old Ham.

7 July 1985 [Training] .... Symonds Yat area.

1986

[CALLOUT] .... 1986, Old Ham (caver fell 20ft & broke a few bones, in the lower sections of the system, with
partner (who did not know the way out to get help) (newsletter, July 1987).

Exercise in Old Ham/Clearwell Complex [5 January 1986] .... search for ‘casualties’ (beer mats and bottles of
beer). Beer supplied by Hawthorn Brewery, including a barrel for afterwards.

& THE CITIZEN, TUESDAY, JANUARY 7, 198

Glos Citizen, 7th January 1986

www.gcrg.org.uk
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Cavers
brew up
a real
incentive

By Steve Peacock

CAVE rescue
volunteers had an
incent)

MEMBERS  of  the wd
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iti Glo re, they
Glos Citizen, 7th January 1986 oelebrate with a pint.

6 April 1986 [Training] .... The Doward.

AGM (6 June 1986) .... held in BBQ Churn, Clearwell Caves. The request was made to attendees to “please bring a
chair, evening dress”.

5 July 1986 [Training] .... Otter Hole (carry from sump 2).

5 October 1986 [Training] .... Wigpool.

December 1986 (newsletter) .... GCRG now has a ‘new’ caravan, stored at Coleford police station. The group is
also applying to become a registered charity. Finances at this point are severely stretched.

[CALLOUT] .... December 1986, Old Ham .... lost group of 5 cavers, callout made and they were quickly located
and brought out.

Scouts’ cave rescue drama
e "

1987 Glos Citizen, 10th December 1986

1987 .... GCRG starts the construction of its own Ogof Phones.

4 January 1987 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.

[CALLOUT] .... 28 March 1987, GCRG assist (with 3 diggers) SWCRO with the rescue of a caver trapped in a col-
lapse at a dig (Coed-y-Mwstwr Woods Cave) near Bridgend.

5 April 1987 [Training] .... Old Ham.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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[CALLOUT] .... 20 July 1987, Otter Hole, party late (from RAF Locking), sump not opening.

[CALLOUT] .... 12 August 1987, Mounton Brook dig (between Chepstow & Shirenewton) callout (assistance also
from SWCRO), roof collapse, caver trapped & buried.

@ . O U e N s T H B E T I

23 August 1987 .... [Old Ham Time Trials] ‘Pit Bottom Race’ (organised CavHe RusacuN
by RFDCC) and consisting of the fastest possible time from ‘Pit Bottom’ Za) i

to the car park near Old Ham entrance. Entrance fee £1, BBQ after-
wards raises £80 for GCRG. 41 cavers take part. Winning time was 9

R e

minutes and 42 seconds. Tonm VaTALS
4 October 1987 [Training] .... Old Ham/Old Bow/Red Pit/Yew Tree Pit e e
(using the new Yew Tree Pit finds by the GSS). Ogofone demonstrated e, L BN

by SWCRO (subsequent decision made by GCRG to have its own Ogo- | RNTRANGEH puH. 3

fone in 1988).

paErE will o FIT FOTTON TD CAR rave
RSN VIZA B3 ARMED « SOKKAL CAVINY
canE 30 N HOEW,

GCRG holds a successful jumble sale in Gloucester and makes a profit AAb O PAEILEHS VILL IE SPRARIED
of about £75 (newsletter, Nov/Dec 1987). Picism AL oNs B 479 sarTRa thY G
1988 e ™ e

3 January 1988 [Training] .... Brinchcombe Level.
[CALLOUT] .... 23/24 January 1988, OFD, HADES party trapped by rising water.

[CALLOUT] .... 30 January 1988, GCRG on standby for incident at OFD.

Wardens

As of February 1988, the GCRG Wardens were: Maurice Febry, Sally Harvey, Jim Hay, Paul Taylor, John Berry,
John Elliot, John Hutchinson, Doug McClean, Phil Schwartz, Roger Gosling, Claire Bishop, Chris Bowen.

10 April 1988 [Training] .... Robin Hood iron mine (land shaft).

19 June 1988 [Old Ham Time Trials], winner was Malcolm Taylor with a time of 11 minutes & 10 seconds. This
was followed by a BBQ at the Crown, Coalway. Total raised for GCRG was over £89.

July 1988 [Training] .... Old Bow (Severn Sound radio in attendance).

2 October 1988 [Training] .... Old Ham (carry from New Dun, No.2 level).

1989

1989 .... GCRG receives £250 from Central ITV as part of their Telethon appeal.

GCRG had applied for £1600 to pay for a pair of mole-phones. Central ITV had arranged for Bob Machin to come
down with the mole-phones & filmed their use in Clearwell caves along with some stretcher manoeuvring and a
sequence with Comedian Jimmy Cricket. This was televised as part of a programme called ‘Thanks a Million’ and
shown on Central ITV on 22 December 1988.

8 January 1989 [Training] .... Wigpool.

[CALLOUT] .... 2 April 1989, Missing person search (mines & caves of the Nailsworth area). 8 GCRG personnel
searched 15 mines/caves in an operation that lasted 4 hours. Body later recovered by Police on the surface.

9 April 1989 [Training] .... GCRG takes part in a large area exercise in Lower Wye Valley with SARA/SWERA.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1989 .... GCRG officially presented with an ex-GFRS Landrover (newsletter, July/Aug 1989) and made available
through the Public Protection Committee. To be stored at a locked garage at the Coleford Police Station.

[CALLOUT] - 26 April 1989, Old Ham, GFRS bring casualty (knee injury) out (school party) with GCRG assistance.

THE CITIZEN THURSDAY. APRIL 27 1989 &

City boy in a three hour,
Dean cave rescue ordeal
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[CALLOUT] .... 25 June 1989, GCRG requested to attend (and assist GFRS) at a climbing incident at Symonds Yat
(climber had fallen into a cave entrance).

2 July 1989 [Training] .... Wigpool.

9 July 1989 [Old Ham Time Trials] “Lambsquay to Old Ham”, winner was Greg Jones with a time of 18 minutes &
20 seconds. £58 raised for GCRG.

2/3 September 1989 [Training] .... DYO (with SWCRO).

8 November 1989 [Training] .... Wigpool.

1990

1990 .... GCRG landrover & members provide support to the cheese-rolling event held in May 1990.
7 January 1990 [Training] .... Clearwell Caves.

31 March 1990 [Training] .... Daren Cilau (joint practice).
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1 April 1990 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.
8 July 1990 [Training] .... Soudley (Brinchcombe).

7 October 1990 [Training] .... Symonds Yat.

“Potholers’ club meeting tonight”

1991 to 2000

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement of
just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.

24 July 1991 .... Wetsink - 4 GSS members (at Kiln Hole) assist with the rescue of a Belgian caver who had had
fallen and trapped his leg in the ladder. Using a pulley from Kiln shaft, the casualty was hauled/life-lined up the
pitch.

28/30 December 1991 .... Daren Cilau (casualty suffered a disclocated shoulder at the Hard Rock Cafe).

28 February 1992 .... Missing/overdue boys in Clearwell/Old Bow.

5 April 1992 .... Wetsink, fall from Balcony Pitch (Dave Bowdley).

6 April 1992 .... Wetsink (small callout, concluded ok) (short writeup in Newsletter, June 1992).

4 March 1993 .... Lost party in Merlin’s Cave (Doward), all ok, lights failed.

28 May 1994 .... Wetsink, fall in Zurree Aven (John Hewitt).
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June 1995 .... Novice caver, slipped on slope above Doward caves.

Feb 1996 .... Wetsink, caver exhausted, unable to climb Mouse Aven; GCRG on standby but stood down after
another group in the cave assisted.

3 July 1996 .... Overdue party, Wigpool.
3 July 1996 .... Wetsink (lan Jeffries rescue).

(Later, in 1997 GCRG was approached by BBC TV in regard to the filming of a reconstruction of the incident for
the 999’ TV programme.)

2/3 October 1996 .... Stuck caver, Ban-y-Gor, callout made at 1 am. Caver finally extricated by wedging rescuers
(and gear) under him in order to lift him higher in the slot. Returned to the surface at about 3.45 am. Most cav-
ers back at their cars by 5 am. 24 GCRG members attended.

9/10 February 1997 .... St Braivels, dog stuck in rift, 6 GCRG members attended.

31 August/1 September 1997 .... Otter Hole, party (Devon SS), delayed due to heavy rain.

2 September 1999 .... Surface search assistance (3 GCRG members) to Police, looking at disused shafts in Parkend

& Yorkley area.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP

1991

5 January 1991 [Training] .... Coleford Police Station.

30 June 1991 [Training] .... DYO (with SWCRO).

13 July 1991 [Training] .... Old Ham.

[CALLOUT] .... 24 July 1991, Wetsink - 4 GSS members (at Kiln Hole) assist with the rescue of a Belgian caver who
had had fallen and trapped his leg in the ladder. Using a pulley from Kiln shaft, the casualty was hauled/life-lined
up the pitch.

6 October 1991 [Training] .... Clearwell Caves (Rescue Techniques workshop).

24 November 1991 [Training] .... Major Search & Rescue Ex (SAREX 91) in the Forest of Dean. GCRG & teams
from South & Mid Wales (Old Ham and Wetsink).

[CALLOUT] .... 28/30 December 1991, Daren Cilau (casualty suffered a dislocated shoulder at the Hard Rock
Cafe).

1992
1992 .... Valkyries Caving Club becomes affiliated to the group.

12 January 1992 [Training] .... new Cheltenham sewer system.
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EXERCISE ‘PADDLE’

January 1992
(Article reproduced from the June 1992 newsletter.)

This rescue practice was somewhat different to that which we are used to. To begin with it was held in Chelten-
ham, and secondly it was in a man-made hole in the ground!

Following a casual conversation about the traffic chaos due to road works in Cheltenham it was decided by Paul
Taylor and myself to use the road works for a rescue practice. | say ‘road works’, but in reality it was the new
main sewer tunnel which runs some 700m from Hewlett Road to College Road, not far from the Fire Service HQ.
Permission to use the tunnel was given by Messers Lilley Construction and Cheltenham Borough Council.

The scenario for the rescue was that members of the press had been invited into the access shaft to make re-
ports and take photographs. Whilst at the bottom of the shaft, a coffer dam holding back thousands of gallons
of water, gave way. All but two of the press managed to get out. These two being washed down the 950mm
pipe. Our job was to locate and remove the two people.

The teams entered the pipe system by the access shaft and went in each direction. The plan was to evacuate
the casualties by another access shaft some 300m away. This had to be rigged by a third team. The shafts were
some 50ft deep and 30ft across. The casualties were positioned in the sewer via an access manhole halfway
between the two shafts, but were positioned some 10ft above the main sewer. Initially there was quite a bit
descent about how easy this exercise was going to be and that it was not a ‘real cave’.

As it transpired, it was far more difficult than most people imagined. The construction company had (at our re-
quest) placed debis — bricks, buckets and a wheelbarrow, etc in the pipes. Add to that not being able to stand
up and the noise of sewage flowing in another section of pipe making communication difficult, and it seemed to
sort out the men from the boys! | should add at this stage that the pipes we were in were sewage free and new
...... shame!

Back at the evacuation access shaft rigging was in progress to pull up the stretcher once it had emerged. Prior
to this about a foot of water had to be pumped out using the GCRG pump. A convenient 110v supply being
found on the construction site.

After around 2 hours nothing had been seen or heard of the team that went upstream. According to our visit a
week before, this section of pipe only went about 200m. When they did finally return it would seem that the
pipe they were in had been joined to the new extension and they had travelled some half a mile before exiting
past some rather puzzled Irish workmen!

It was nice to see some new faces at the practice; perhaps we ought to move to more training sessions around
the county a bit more?

After the practice, shower facilities were made available at the Fire Station and access to their (cheap) bar had
been arranged.

Some interesting lessons were learned on the day — like the fact that you can’t turn a stretcher round if its long-
er than the pipe’s diameter, and don’t always assume that the stretcher you are given is necessarily the best
one for the job. There have been some good feedback points from the casualty too. For example, we need to
get a full-face visor instead of just goggles — it’s difficult to wipe mud etc off your face when your hands & arms
are in a thermal body bag.

And finally, starting this month, a similar tunnelling task is commencing in Gloucester at the junction of Escourt
Road/Cheltenham Road. The contractors know of GCRG and what to do if something goes wrong .......

Oh yes! Why exercise “Paddle”? Well, we tried the ‘999’ system on the day (with prior liaison with the Police)
and had to give the event a name. Well, being a sewer, I’'m sure you know the old saying about being up a cer-
tain type of creek without one!

Paul Taylor/Nick Negus
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CALLOUT
28th February 1992
CLEARWELL

GCRG members involved in a search for an overdue party.

The article below was originally printed in the June 1992 newsletter.

Cave Rescue Incident on 28" Feb 1992

At approx. 1.30 am | was rudely awoken by the telephone ringing. An Inspector Whitlock from Cheltenham Po-
lice H.Q. said that he had been trying to contact a G.C.R.G warden and that | was the first to answer the phone.

He said that he had a caving incident, three 15 year old boys were missing on a “caving trip” at Clearwell. The
boys had gone caving, after dinner on the 27" Feb and had failed to return home.

It was not until late in the evening that their parents realised that they were missing. The parents had each as-
sumed that the boys were at each others homes.

Inspector Whitlock asked if G.C.R.G would send a team to look for the boys. | said that | would get together a
small team of G.C.R.G. members and we would make a quick initial search. If we failed to find the boys then we
would have to call out more members for a more thorough search.

The Inspector asked for the names of the G.C.R.G. members who would be taking part in the initial search. | said
that | couldn’t be sure of who | could get hold of, so it would be better if those members turning up at the
search gave their names to the police officer at the scene. This the Inspector agreed to, and | told him that as
soon as we had organised a team | would ring him back to say that we were on our way.

| tried to get hold of Chris Hutchinson three times, but received no answer. | then managed to get hold of John
Elliot and Clare Bishop. | asked Clare to phone Ray and Jonathan Wright. | then asked Alison to phone John Si-
bley and John Hine, while | sorted my caving kit out. We now had a team of seven, so | rang the Inspector to tell
him that we were on our way. | told Alison to stay put near the phone in case we needed her to call out more
G.C.R.G. members.

When | arrived at the entrance to the chicken farm, where we had arranged to meet, | found that Clare, John
Elliot and John Hine were there already and Ray and Jonathan and John Sibley turned up a few minutes later.
Two police cars were also there and the boys parents.

Our names were taken by the police and then Clare took charge of the search, someone said that the boys
might have been trying to do a through trip, as they had been underground the previous week with some
friends who knew the route. Clare sent Jonathan and John Sibley down Old Ham, Ray and Mole down
Lambsquay and me, Elliot and herself down Old Bow.

On entering Old Bow we found the boys in a few minutes. We were shouting all the time and when we arrived
in the chamber where you turn off for Red Pit we heard a plaintive shout of “Help!” coming from the top of the
Red Pit Road.

There we found three boys lying on the floor. Their lights had gone out, they only had a 6v lantern torch and a
scoutmaster torch between them, no helmets and they were wearing sweatshirts. Apart from feeling cold and
subdued they were ok. They had entered Old Bow from the Lambsquay entrance and had stopped on the Red
Pit Road when their lights had started to fail. They didn’t know that they were only a few hundred feet from Old
Bow entrance. The boys had been underground for approx. 12 hours.

We took them to the surface where their parents were waiting. The parents and boys thanked us for turning out
and then went home at approx. 3am. The parents were surprised when we said that we would have to wait for
at least another half hour for the rest of our team to surface, they didn’t realise how extensive the mines were.
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| eventually arrived home at 4am. | rang Inspector Whitlock and told him that the rescue team had now gone
home. He thanked G.C.R.G. for their prompt action.

J. Hine has since received a letter of apology from one of the boys.

Ray Wright has since mended the Lambsquay entrance gate which had been vandalised, and has also locked
the Old Bow gate again. Old Ham gate was locked on the day of the incident but we weren’t sure if the boys
had used that entrance, someone might have left it open during the day.

To summarise, the rescue was a success for G.C.R.G. :

The call out was initiated properly by Cheltenham Police H.Q.

The police inspector took our names for insurance purposes.

We managed to raise an initial search team, promptly, even though the incident was in the early hours of
the morning.

We found the missing boys within a few minutes of starting our search.

The only thing that spoilt our search was the wildly inaccurate reporting in the Citizen that day. “ Park End
Cave Rescue Team were called to the scene and after a two hour battle the three boys were discovered near
a main path”.

P. Schwarz
25.3.92

4 April 1992 [Training] .... Surface search (Ban-y-Gor, High Wood, Dennel Wood, Tidenham Quarry).
5 July 1992 [Training] .... Wetsink (Zurree Aven, pitches).
[CALLOUT] .... 5 April 1992, Wetsink, fall from Balcony Pitch (Dave Bowdley).

[CALLOUT] .... 6 April 1992, Wetsink (small callout, concluded ok) (short writeup in newsletter, June 1992).

GCRG collecting ‘tin’

A number of these were located at various points in
the Forest of Dean
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Injured caver David Rowdley owes his 11fw to the brave
yolunteers of the Clowoestorshire Cave Rescue Groop.

10 Apsil 1992
DWM/NNLY e

Cave fall victim says thank you

David {43, suffuzed severe leg Lajuries when he fell while
150ft down & cave at Joyford near Coleford in the Forest of
Dean last weok.

Bow recovering frue his ordesl, the father-of-three and
Sovern Tremt Wetur worker im te thask his reecuers whon ke
hande over vital equipment to help fuotore sescue sLtespls.

Severn Tzesl water's Clowcester District hed arranged to
domste an air compressor to the Cave Rescoe Group before
David's brush with death. By a blzarrs twist David, fzem
Sedgely, West Midlanda, is now able to present the

coaprusker to the mas who reeched Alm firet, Ficholas Negws.

David, an experienced caver and sember of the Dudley Cave

Mexcue Organisatlion is the West Midiands, broke his right

leg in two places, smaabed his kneecap, ripped tendons asd
gashod a hole through Ais left lwg asd broke his jew.

~ moare -

We mald: "It will be a zeal hosncur to make the presentation.
T ows my life to these pecple. ! was trapped and I genuinely
believed ay tise was wp.

“The rescus tean got Lo me withis an dour and elevated my
leg te atem the bleeding. The team's doctor was with me
ahortly afterwards and Injected me with painkillers at &
time when | was on my way out - shook had set in, my body
tenporature was dropping and [ was losing a lot of bloed.”

The rescue growp had originally approached Severn Trent whan
a 10-year old compressor broke down leaving thes without
wssentlal equipment.

Severn Trent were able to chlige by providisag a unit vhich
had previcusly bewn used for servicing water maims in its
Gloucester district. The coapressor will be used to power
pneunatic toale whes the Leam goes Lnto action.

Nr Wegusx said:*It's ironic that we should rescue somecons
from Sevarn Trent when it is Severn Trent who are
wlfectively coning to our rescue - we cannot thank thes
wnough.

“Although wo are a recognined emergency ssrvicw we do not
receive any Governsent funding. The domatios of the
coapressor will enable us to operate esffectively for socme
time to come without having to worry about findisg cash to
replace on Important piece of our equipmsnt."

Sevaern Trent'm water distribution works manager in
Gloucester, Richard Clinton, saidi" The excellent work
carriod out by the Cave Rescue Group left us In no doubt
that this was the kind of request we were delighted to
grant. "
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CALLOUT

5th April 1992

WETSINK

GCRG members were called out to rescue Dave Bowdley who had fallen from Balcony Pitch and broken his leg.

¢lyloz

2— WESTERN DAILY PRESS,
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WEST Midlands caver Duvld Bowdley,
who suffered severe leg injuries after a fall
in a cave at Joyford, near Coleford, last
week is to get the chance to thank person-
nllytherescncrswhosnvedhsslil‘elnaspe-
cial presentation from Severn ‘Irent Water.

David, who is 45, broke & leg, smashed a
kneecsp und suffered ripped tendons and a
broken jow when he fell In & cave more than
1350 feet beneath the surface.

By coincidence, the Gloucestershire Cave
Rescue Group had sppreached Severn Trent
after their 10 &nr old air compressor hroke

down and now David will be presenting the new
onc 1o the rescuer who first reached him,
Nicholas Negus,

FOREST REVIEW, 21 April 2017
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4 October 1992 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.

1993

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

8 THE CITIZEN, FRIDAY, MAY 21, 1993

A RESCUE group in Gloucestershire
has been awarded & £40,000 grant to
belp buy a pew headguanters.

Gloocestershire Cave Rescoe Groop was
based at the police station at Coleford until
18 months ago.

But because of operational requirements
the police needed the space and they had 10
move oul althoagh their equipment is seifl
stoced there.

Since then the group bus been Jooking for
its own premises and now the Foundation for
Sport and Art has given them £40,000 to
Belp out.

Underground
The cave rescuc group has already
identified a suitable bui in the Forest of
Dean. it has pat in an offer and is awalting &

response,

The bulldiag would intially be used to
store their equipasent, although it is hoped it
will be used & 3 control room o co-ordinate
rescuos in the future.

The rescue group is a recognised
emergency service which provides round the
clock un rescee for the whole of
the county. It also helps out with surface
Tescnes.

£40,000 grant boost
for cave rescue team

by Sam Goldsack

The groap was formally established in
1965 and over e years bas been called out
om dozens of rescues.

Spokesmas Nick Negus said: “Ovet the
hnunulw«ymhuhmbwnmju
bew caves discovesed i the Forest of Deas
As a result there 2 lot more people involved
in caving s a sport or ca the education shde
and the potential for incidents is higher.”

The foundation has 3130 awarded a
£20,000 grast to Wotton-under-Edge
Community Recreation Trust to belp finish
building a community Sall

The Trust built the foundations of a
c ity hall and chasging rooms =t
Dryleaze two years ago bot ran out of money
1o complete the project,

Now the £20,000 grant will be used @
complete the shell of the building and pot on
4 tool. The trust will noed 1o raise more cadhy
for the Interior
h(:lhu Gloucestershire groups to benefit

& grant were Gotheninglon Tessss Club
# Chelenham and Clrencester Judo Club,

The tennis cdob bas been awarded £6,000
to resurface » court and the judo club £500
for mass

December .... A £40,000 grant from the ‘Foundation of Sport and the Arts’ was obtained to enable the pur-
chase of Littledean Hill depot (former Highways Depot) for £37,000. Around the same time a sub-committee

was formed to deal with the refit of the newly purchased depot.

Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Group

NEW CAVE RESCUE HEADQUARTERS

for development into a Cave

provide garage facilities

We have been given the opportunity of obtaining our ewn building
The building,

which is located at the rear of Cinderford Ambulance Station,
will be purchased for us by means of a grant.

Rescue Headgquarters,

The premises will
for our wehicles along with much
needed storage and maintenance space.

The building will be

and

open for members to view on

Wedneaday 2 June between 18.30 and 20.00 hours

Saturday 5 June between 10.00 and 12,00 hours.

of the building and grounds,
0452-504515) if you require

We will alse be looking for people to help with the improvement
Please contact Nick Negus (home -

further details.

2 January 1993 [Training] .... Noxon Park.
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3 July 1993 [Training] .... OFD (with WBCRT).

3 October 1993 [Training] .... First training at the new GCRG depot.
1994

4 January 1994 [Training] .... The Doward (Merlin’s Cave).

10 April 1994 [Training] .... The Doward.
CALLOUT
28th May 1994

WETSINK
GCRG members were called out to rescue John Hewitt who had suffered a fall in Zurree Aven.

The article below was originally recorded in the June 1994 newsletter.
Fractured spine and shoulder in Slaughter Stream Cave (Wet Sink)

On Saturday 28 May 1994, John Hewitt from Luton fell about 25-30 feet while climbing Zurree Aven in Slaughter
Stream Cave. His fall was almost certainly caused by the rock he was climbing on becoming detached. This, of
course, was also the cause of Dave Bowdley’s fall on the entrance pitches of Slaughter just over two years ago.

The rescue call was initiated at about 13:20 by a lady living in one of the houses near the field gate; she would
not let a muddy caver in the house to call. John Berry was the first Warden contacted by the Police.

John managed to find Nick Negus, Andy Clarke and Claire Bishop at home, although being a fine sunny weekend
day, most of the wardens were not at home. Andy went to the entrance and asked the Fire Service to rig the
entrance, while awaiting further GCRG support.

Meanwhile John Hewitt, although having a compression fracture to the spine, a fractured right clavicle and sev-
eral cuts and bruises, was able to make his way towards the surface with the assistance of his team of cavers. He
was assisted up the pitches, meeting with Andy Clarke part way up the entrance.

Meanwhile, Nick Negus had arrived with kit in the landrover, Mike and Daniel Howell, Phil and Alison Schwartz,
Will and Terry Browning and Jonathan Wright as Surfec Controller, were all involved at the cave. The depot was
manned by Dave Tuffley. Other GCRG members were on route but didn’t get to the cave in time.

GCRG received a letter of thanks from John and Rose Hewitt and a donation of £50.

3 July 1994 [Training] .... Bixslade Quarries.

CALLOUT
20th November 1994
WHITTINGTON STONE MINE

GCRG was called out to recover the body of a member of the Hereford Caving Club who had died while on a trip
into the Whittington stone mine.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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1995

GCRG gains the flexible orange rollup stretcher (Brecon stretcher) and Brecon spinal splint (newsletter, Sept

1995).
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Rescuers s

Farm, Whittington.

The alarm was raised yesterday after the 55-year-old
collapsed and died inside a former stone mine ut

The dead man, who was married with two children and
was an experienced caver, was one of a party of five.
Two of his fellow team members went 1o the surface to

raise the alarm.

Gloucestershire Cave
Rescue was alerted by
police at 1.30pm that a
male caver had suffered a
suspected heart sttack,

Thirty-five rescuers were
called 1o the scene of the
incident on Dodwell Hill
and were told the caver
was reported dead,

A team of cight went in
to locate the body and
place it on a stretcher
ready to be moved.

A second team worked
with pick-axes and shov-
els to widen the narrow

crawl on their hands and
knees,

Rescue group ?ukm
Nick Negus said: “Tt was

not an casy operation. Part
of the passageway is
incredibly tight. {t is
called The Keyhole and
your only way through
these is 10 go on your side.
Getting & body through on
a stretcher is extremely

“It is obviously worse

when Jou_are icllini

- Man dies

in cave

someone oot who is a fel.
low caver, A couple of the
pn;l.uﬂ,e t.n;w the man "
T Jan Rowe who runs
the dairy farm provided a
tractor and trailer 1o aid the
Operation. He said every-
Onc at the farm had been
upset by the man's death,
Gloucestershire Fire and
Rescue Service provided
additional lighting for a
third team at the entrance
::: the cave which was set-
R up and pul
ready to lift the u?:lclzz:

Man dies in
3001t caves

Six-hour effort
to rescue body

A MAJOR cave rescue operation was
launched when a man died while pot-
holing near Cheltenham.

more than six and halt hours work-
ing 800ft below ground to retrieve the man's body.,

A Cheltenham doctor cer-
tified the man, a member
of Herefordshire caving
Club, dead when his body
was brought 1o the surface
just before 7.45pm.

Coroner Lester Maddrell
was due to open an inguest
today. The caver has not
beea identified,

Inspector David Brooks
of Gloucestershire Police
said the man appeared to
have died from natural

out into the npen air

causes.

-

A CAVE rescee teum was
unable 10 save the life of 4
5S-year-old man  who
suffered o hennt sttack while
pothaling in Gloocestershire.

The man, who is believed
10 be from Hereford, was
exploring the redundant
Cotswold stone mine
Whally Furm, Whittington,
near Cheltenham, when he
collapsed yesterday
lunchitbme.

All three emergency
services attended the scene
and the man, who had been
potholing with friends from
the Hereford Caving Club,
was eventuully brought $00
feet 1o the surface by
members of the county's
Cave roscwe feam ol srounsd
TAS5pm

A doctor coafirmed the

Caver (5~5_) diés in
potholing tragedy

man dead at the scene and
Cotswold Coroner, Lester
Maddrell, is expected to
confirm the wentity of the
dend man 1oday,

Nick Negus, the cuve
rescue team’s cave
communications director,
said the groups were only 15
minutes from the surface
when the nsan collapsed.

He s3id colleagues of the
man tried in vain 10
rexuscitate him but be wax
on the wrong side of a
“keyhole™ in the tunped and
hadl to be passed through on
hix sade.

Mr Negus sabd the dead
man was an experienced
caver and the mine was not o
particularly difficult cee, but
added: “I"x not a mine you
would take a novice .*

8 January 1995 [Training] .... Devil’s Chapel.

12 February 1995 [Training] .... Joint practice with Dudley Cave Rescue Team.

2 April 1995 [Training] .... Depot and the Doward.
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2 July 1995 [Training] .... Depot.
8 October 1995 [Training] .... Wetsink.
1996

Purchase of a new Landrover/Ambulance

The newsletter of April 1996 (issue 2) reported that money from the National Lottery fund had been allocated
to the group for the purchase of a new Landrover Defender (110 Tdi). The vehicle was subsequently purchased
during the financial year ending on 31 March 1997 and the old landrover was sold for £1250.

GCRG again supports the cheese-rolling event, 8 members assist St John’s Ambulance at Coopers Hill.

22 June 1996 .... GCRG runs the ‘Team Challenge’ event (a good successful event, see June ‘96 newsletter).

|CAVE RESCUE SOCIAL &
FUND RAISING EVENING ..l

SATURDAY 22nd JUNE
VENUE... MALLARDS PIKE LAKE
PARKEND

THERE'S A VAY ACROSS S0HDOV
STEF ON 4 P SCUSRE D
4 AL

4‘_1 0n Targets Team Challenge t‘

a ‘series of problem solving challenges designed lo,r
{un & acheivement for 5 to § person Teams %

CYOU Swi 707

A’a/t Budld

WITHOUT TOUCHND IT YOURSELF . usind
KT SUPPLED =4

Bomb dii

..'.;’, 952 JL/

& START TIME...6PM trast ream e-50)

-b;l
"q‘f FOLLOWED BY GET TOGETHER
AT RISING SUN._..

BBQ —— « |
COST/MEMBER...£3

Tt —r=
Low Ropes Course
GET YOUR TEAM ACROSS THE COURSE v iTHout
TREHAL " (B0

A’ope I'rjal

oL

FRIL 1T SAGE TOM 1M

v THA l.l(\ T B 0FTLOCD OF oot
"

g N BRING THE FAMILY HAVE FUN
B ALL YOU NEED IS 5 PEOPLE
"‘:4‘31' Jie Gmaap ol g TRANSAORTER 3 MR §80) ) I— 3 A CHANGE OF CLOTHING

YOU MAY GET WET..11l

INTERESTED, CONTACT JOHN BERRY . 01453-323460 @

‘ AN ON TARGET ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED EVENT
INCO-OPERATION WITH FOREST ENTERPRISE

CALLOUT
3rd/4th July 1996
WETSINK

In the early hours of the 4th of July, GCRG members were called out to rescue lan Jeffries who had fallen down
the ‘Twin Avens’ and broken his leg.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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underground.

By Nicholas Cecll

INJURED caver lan Jeffries, aged 30, emerged
into daylight yesterday aft*r an agonising
17hour ordeal trapped a quarter of a mile

Inch by inch, a S0-strong rescue team took nearly nine

hours 1o haul the father-of-

three to the surface through a
fabyrinth of subterranean
passages.

The expenenced pot-holer
was left in agony after
plunging 40 feer down an
underground waterfall in the
Forest of Dean and bresking
his bedt beg ot the ke

Sometimes the tunnels were
50 martow Mr Joffeses had to
twist his mjured body arouwsd
corners  and  drog  hienself
through with lxs armes.

One brave rescoer even used
his vwn body to fill a Crevice ina
passage Door 10 allow & Tlexible
stretcher cartying Mr JefTries to
be dragpod past

The caving drams begsn o
10.15pen nn Wduesday nigly
when Mr Jefiries fell into Twin
Avens at Slanghter Stream Caves
2t Joyloed, near Coleford,

He hit the bottom of the
wteefsll “like 3 sledgebsimmer

At 12, 30pm
yostorday atter 17
hours undergrosnd
Mr Jetiries was
brought te e surfaca

The survivor of

CAVER RESCUED AFTER
17-HOURS OF AGONY

The ascident kapgened 2l 10.15pm
on Wedeesday night when ba fel 401
down an underground waterfsll

Zuree \

Aven Twin

Undergrosund néghtmare . ...

hirting sail. ™ Initslly be lsughsd
and joked about his injury, but
then felt the pain and realised the
severityof his situation.

The rescuers bad to drag him
through 3 séream and up foor or
five 30 o 4000 vertical stopes, ws
woll = having to chisel sway
rochos To cler prssapes

Whent he emerged a2 12 30pm,
ashen-faced, yot  remarkably
composed, My Jeffrees said; "I'm
feeking fine now.

“T'm all right now we are out
Tt was marrow i places

1 woukd Hke to thank all the

bacts foc ull thelr belp ™

His wafe Irene, who spent an
anguished night waiting for her
hushand tu be rescued from
about 230/t below ground, said:
“I'm very relicved he's OK. He's
in good spirits. "

The experienced caver, 3 trac-
tor driver ut Gloucester ¢atthe
market, way aiclifted to the
Gloucestershire Royal Haspital
wihwre he wirs sanid 60 be stalbde snid
comforishle

Mr Jellres, from Wit ington,
near Cheltenbam, broke his g
while trying o rescue Telioe

how thae drama unfolded

cavey Rickurd Osboarse, who
had also falien down the waseefall
and was in astate of shock.

The thind member of the
group, which had taken a wrong
turs in the cmves, was Nel
Holioway who had never beet i
this  underground  network
before

Father-of-sax Mr Holloway,
gl 21, 2 kvmnel assistast from
Moreton-on-Lugg, tear
Hurcliond, was sent 1o rasee the
abarmn but was unabde to find his
Wiy vt

He said: “1 weat sround in or-

| WESTERN DALYPRESS, FRIOAY, JULY 5 1696 — 3

Slaughter Stream

Toom effort . . . rescuers batthe 10 finish thair task Fobof ... the cedead bs over 107 las Jefirins

Cles 1 wes pamicking. [ wes topiag
and praying 1 wosld get back 10
thews for seasursnce

“Te's the worst expesience I luve
Faal, 1t seemed like a lifetime.

*1 wan thinking about my wife
and kids ot howse and whether §
wochd pet out dl eghe ¥

Auxious amd shiverag with
cold, Mr Hollimeay, who has been
caviag foe about four years, waitod
for more thes two bours fur help
roms ancther group they wore deo
o mewt is the peachy Dug asd
Mudfler pub.

He skl “It was borrible just
siiting sad waring aad | could
bess the othesy screaciing lut
elp”

The second group found Mr
Holloway, reised the slarm s
mo& am w safery shorly afier
2am.

Oueof the first a1 1w scane was
the Gloucestershure Cave Rescue
Group’s doctor Simon Silver, who
with anoches expormmed dimbee,
went domn b the srapped men and
stabdned Mr Jeffries

The resceers alsy unaul fox
Urinks of Ribens, onlfes

chocolase b b sett diwn.

Rigglog tewms pat cables wact
nepes Jown i the cave to pall
Me Jeffries oo a special Mexible
seretches 1o the susface,

Mr Oxbore, who was able o
walk, was brought to the surface s
whaut Sam

Tweaty rescoens worked under-
ground while teams of pars
wedics, cavers, communication
experts, the fire brigade, polce
and 1he alr ssehulasce  were
hepliyesd in 2 Neld sear the cave
VRTance m deee woods.

Cave romctie co-andemator Lad|
Broadman sad: “My feam per-
formed ndesieably. "

Rescver Glenn Randal), sged
28, a member of the Bnsol - besed
Hades Caving Cledy arsd & Beitily
o cnginess, said el

SeLtious woiv wry awkwa
becae he's quite a Bessy Sloke:

“He weas im 2 Jot of pain, partic-
ularty when we were ssoving

"Me we: using um
strength 1w move imell” krowmsd
wmm which i romasbable »«!':s—

s been
h-.nnun"hm

after 5 wmat Inside.
msm% ...}.‘.:.'.'Lw.
Aftor nlling &t This trom o
:'--nniu m?m)
Sirean
cavers s ken 1o Many baiser caves
'lghw axint in 2w Fotest of
Apant Dran bet the eize end
sanse an of thw symtem
1ha ickjest cave b, {ikoty. Dasgaes 1 T
The most .
o COmmn :umm
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\ (¥

onle Corpph

AR by 52

AN injured was
airlifted to tal
yesterday after a 17-hour
ordeal a quarter of a mile
underground,

Jam Jefferles, 32, from
Cheltenham, Glos, hroke his
leg Pulling 20 feet in o shaft
deep underground in the
Staaghter Pits, Joyford, ear
Eoglish Bicknor in the
Farest of Dean, Glos, on
Wednesday night.

ellow potheler Richard
roe, also fell but
suffercd less serions  «
injuries, g

They were alone for six
Bours as o third member of

leg a quarter-mile undergrounc

their group made his w
the surface from the g
complex labyrinth of caves,
The ulurm was ra and »
rescue operation swung inte
acthon at 2am,

Members of the Cave Rescue
Assoctation, including a
doctor, reached the injured
men und Mr Oshorne was
quickly helped to the
surface,

Bat the rescuers thes faced »
very loag, slow oporation to

bring Mr Jefferies up on a
wtreteber,

Gearge Price, a Cave Resene
roup member who 10
with Mr Jeff

Puctare PALL ASHTTY

said: “He had spent six hour
;n:t.lu for someone (o gel
m.

“Once we got there with
inted his
, he was a let happier.

“As soon &5 he Anew that the
rescee wis under way be was|
In good spirits and he stayed
(hat way even whea we had
Lo twist his leg the w

way onee or twice to get him
aroand Ught cormers.”

Onee he reached the surface,
Mr Jefferies was taken by
Claticemteraaise |

ersl ul
Hospital, i

This wiss the mareent that 3 17-Rour nightmans
Ticde aftwr fafling 3nd Beeskiog his leg. Mess the story of his dramaTo (05060 0n Pages 2 und 3
¥ .

nednd dor caver e Jefirios, troppod s a deap pot

into gear.

Tragped and 1n paln, ingred lan
Jetfries (30} was lying a qeescier-of
i underground, marconed w the
cokd, wee darkness.

Rescuers faxced one of their wughost
ever chalienges o releme M Jeffries
from his dank prisce.

He and fellow caver Richard
Oshourne ~ mesibers of a8 expenescod
y negotsnng e
entresce systom of Slaughter Stream
Cave a1 Joyfoed, sear Coleford, - wers
wjured whes Sy wrayed off the char-
tered route keown ax Zuimie Aven

Dissier sk when Mr Oubosree
(30) slipped wad fell 30 feet (00 the
cavenm.

Mr Jeffses, 2 tractosr dnver &l
Glosceser Cattie Murkes who lves ot
Chokesham, went % help, but Jost his
footing and plumimened down De near-
verncal vlope. breaking Ms lower g

Their feiend, Neil Hollowny, becume
Yoot 0 the cave. and the alwm wis
ramed wheo the tio fuded 1o sppear.

Gloocestersdire Cave Rescue, hased
@ Cindorford, wern afiending snothes
moident whes they received the call at
Jaee. A seam was 00 stie ithin the howr
slosg with gotice, the chff fescue uns
trom Codeford Fiee Station, and sebe-
e paraunedcs.

The sescue services’ fint prioaty wes
1o seach the rappad caver sl esiablish
hoa (njumes.

Accompanied by & doctor who

‘It was a v{

slrtesistered Facs-rebeving dnugn B
team placed Mr Jefines o 3 swicies
and prepated W tegotae fhe serncel
clitrts and sy crawls 1o daylighe

“I win a very incky operation.” sad
Lad Brosdmen, who co-ordinaied the
rescie

“We tod sever managed W0 pet B
wwetcher wp there before in practioe and
we Bod W be as carefl an possible
becasse of his beoken limb.

W rmoved Be gate ot Se eatrance
wsd chipped awny rock to make Be pas-
sage vasicr but we had 1o toke teags
sweadily.”

The rescue ook 17 houn ~ with the
1eam snatching o few hoses” sleep whes
ey coukd.

“The cassalty was vesy cheerful, con
wderng the circumstances.” sl Mr
Broadman

“We were giving him high esexgy
food sad drink, Ritens and Maes Bars,
0 keep s strength up.

“Tho rese thing wes 1 et him kivow
that we were doeng evesyming we could
 get ham oWt

“Eweryome was very fired in the and
of it [k wies great wo see the air ambe
lance leaving for the Sosptal and 10
ks he woulkd be 8l right.”
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6 October 1996 [Training] .... Wigpool.

7 July 1996 [Training] .... Kit cleaning and de-brief at the depot (following the Wetsink rescue).
CALLOUT

2nd/3rd October 1996

BAN-Y-GOR

GCRG members were called out to rescue Keith Bucknall who had become stuck in the cave at a notorious tight

rift.

The callout was made at 1 am. Keith was finally extricated by wedging rescuers (and gear) under him in order
to lift him higher in the slot. Returned to the surface at about 3.45 am. Most cavers back at their cars by 5 am.
24 GCRG members attended.

Mr K.G.Bucknall

Telephane 01594 543222

55, The Crescent, Mitchakiecn,
Cilos, GL17 0GB,

Mr J.Berry,
Kemville,
Grosvenor Road,
Stonehouse,
Glos.,

GL10 2HD.

4th October 1996
Dear John,
Iam writing to ask you 1o pass on my heart feit thanks to all the members
of G.C.R.G. who turned out to help in my rescue on Wednesday night/Thursday
morming

Mere words cannot really express how I feel, but | would like to pass on to everybody,
through the news-letter or whatever, how | as the rescuee percerved the operation.

At the receiving end the rescue came over as very slick and professional. There was
much useful advice being passed amongst the rescuers and 1o me, the casualty. At no
time did any one person appear to dominate the proceedings and , most importantly,
my views and comments were listened to and acted upon. This meant that such advice
as was impractical due to how I knew my situation to be was immediately discarded
without adverse comment. Similarly, what comments I was able to pass to my
rescuers was listened to and acted upon immediately.

On the surface all the rescue/emergency services appeared (o work together very well,
I was very aware that it was early in the moming and that everybody needed some
sleep or had to get to work. Nevertheless my own physical/mental exhaustion meant
that I had to sit, rest, and drink the hot coffee miraculously produced by Clare Bishop.
Whilst I got on with this I heard nothing but good hearted banter from 'the troops’ and
not onc suggestion that I should be in any way hurried.

Allin all a highly professional and creditable performance THANK YOU and well
done everyone involved (except me perhaps!).

Good caving to you and everyone else in G.CR.G. and | hope I never call
upon the group again.
Warmest regards,
Keith Bucknall.
Sl 4

et
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1997
2 March 1997 [Training] .... Depot.
1June 1997 [Training] .... Redhouse.

14 June 1997 .... GCRG again runs the ‘Team Challenge’ at Mallards Pike Lake.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

MALLARDS PIKE LAKE
FOREST OF DEAN
AND THE RISING SUN THERE AFTER........

IS YOUR GROUP UP TO THE CHALLENGE
22207272
5.or 6 members per team

TO TAKE ON A SERIES OF CHALLENGES..TO TEST YOUR TEAM SKILLS
A COURSE SET OUT AROUND & ON/IN THE LAKESIDE.

BRING YOUR CAVING HELMET & A CHANGE OF CLOTHES
BRING £3 FOR THE ENTRANCE FEE.. ALL PROCEEDS TO CAVE RESCUE

THE CHALLENGE STARTS FROM 1PM TO SPM(LATEST ENTRY)
AND LASTS FOR ABOUT 2 HOURS(ish)

Followed by a get together at the Rising Sun
Bring your own food for the BBQ
Camping over available.......

Please let John Berry know of your intentions on 01594-860581
Help required on the day..manning the challenges etc.....

A chance to have fun and raice corne money for GCRG

7 September 1997 [Training] .... Depot & Wetsink (pitch rigging).

1998

January 1998 .... Formation of the (Forest of Dean) Mines Rescue Digout Team. Comprising volunteers from
GCRG and Freeminers, as backup to the Dinas Mines Rescue Team (for operating in the Forest).

AGM 1998 .... Information Officer reports that GCRG has 90 members on the callout list and that the mem-
bershp was mainly drawn from 3 clubs: Hades, 25; GSS, 21; RFDCC, 37 & Out-of-county, 7.
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ence?

Mines Rescue Dig Out Team

The Chairperson, the Equipment Offi-
cer and the Information Officer at-
tended a meeting on the 29th January
1998 at the Speech House at the invita-
tion of the Mines Inspector, Also pre-
sent were various local freeminers, the
Mines Rescue from South Wales, rep-
resentatives from Glos. County Council
and the emergency services.

The Inspector and the Mine Rescue

service are interested in setting
e g~ 7 W

up a call out list of all people

Have you got with mining experience in the
mining experi- area, so that in the event of a

collapse in a WORKING
MINE OR A SHOW MINE,

If so would you these persons would be avail-
like to be involved able to help dig through a fall,

¥ These persons would be work-
in the Mines Res- ing under the direction of
cue Dig Out MINES RESCUE in such an
Team? event not CAVE RESCUE.

These ideas are very much in

Fill in the f orm. embryo form at the moment,
B e Y

and matters such as insurance
etc. have not yet been sorted
out.

If you have mining experience and are
interested in being involved in the
Mines Rescue dig out team please fill
in the enclosed form with your details,
return it to me and they will be passed
onto the Mines Inspector via the
Deputy Gaveller.

I will keep you informed of any devel-
opments. Please note that this concerns
working mines, and that the Mines In-
spector has already recognised that
Cave Rescue is more appropriated for
the disused areas of iron mines in that
we are the recognised rescue service
for the non show cave parts of Clear-
well Caves. In any case Mines Rescue
are prohibited by law from working in

* many areas as would be found in dis-

used iron mines,

DIG
ouT

|

(
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June/July 1998 [Training] .... (Old Bow?)

6 September 1998 [Training] .... Clearwell Caves (joint training with Mines Rescue Team).

7 December 1998 [Training] .... Old Bow & the Depot.

1999
7 March 1999 [Training] .... Symonds Yat (surface search).

6 June 1999 [Training] .... Bixhead.

12 THE CITIZEN, TUESDAY, AUGUST 10, 1999

”ye . -~ o

Sl S T S
B | mie

1

with cave rescue group members Paul Taylor and Steve Tomalin.

Phato: Marfin Parry British Gas
VOLUNTEERS of a cave surrounding area. ranging from medical
rescue group will be saving And in the past it has knowledge to rescue
lives with new equipment helped rescue people who expertise. The group’s
bought with £200 from the have suffered injuries members are from the Royal
British Gas/The Citizen including broken legs. Forest of Dean Caving Club
Community Awards. The group’s equipment and the Gloucester
The Gloucestershire Cave officer Paul Taylor said the Speleoclogical Society.
Rescue Group, which has money was greatly British Gas spokeswoman
around 100 volunteer appreciated. Vera Brinkworth said: “As a
members, has bought “Although not a large responsible energy supplier,
abseiling uzu'm which area, Gloucestershire's  British Gas is well aware of its
will be to help rescue s nce and popularity own responsibilities towards
people stuck in caves, has grown over the last few the safe use of energy. We
The organisation, which years. would be delighted if the new
formed more than 30 years “We have a very minimal equipment bought with this
ago, provides a rescue service Iincome,” he said. community award was never
to visiting mines and Mr Taylor said the put to use by the Gloucester-
the county and the volunteers specialise in s lllc shire Cave Rescue Group."”

www.gcrg.org.uk
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5 September 1999 [Training] .... Wetsink.

5 December 1999 [Training] .... Wetsink.

2000

5 March 2000 [Training] .... Drakelow Tunnels (Combined Exercise with Dudley CRT).

2000 (or 2001) .... ‘Mines Dig Out Team’ conducts a multi-agency Exercise at Haynes Bailey (Freemine); Follow-
on exercises are held at Oakwood Mill and Hopewell Colliery.

3 September 2000 [Training] .... Hole-in-the-Hedge.

3 December 2000 [Training] .... Miss Graces Lane (shaft only).

2001 to 2010

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement
of just a small number of group members or as a full callout.

25/26 February 2001 .... Daren Cilau (in support to WBCRT).

9 September 2002 .... OFD (in support to WBCRT).

24 July 2003 .... Otter Hole (Laura Trowbridge).

Late April 2004 .... Monument mine (miner hit by roof fall, GCRG called out to assist).

12/13 June 2004 .... Wetsink, fall in Zurree Aven (Robin McDougal, full report in Sept 2004 newssheet).

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP

2001

February - October 2001 .... Foot & Mouth across the country severely restricts access to the countryside.
[CALLOUT] .... 25/26 February 2001, .... Daren Cilau.
7 June 2001 [Training] .... Combined rescue exercise with GFRS & Mines Rescue at Clearwell Caves.

8 June 2001 .... GCRG landrover & stand on display at the Longlevens Infant School fete, squeeze machine
proves popular!

2 September 2001 [Training] .... Miss Graces Lane.
2001 (October) .... New warden’s manual introduced.

2 December 2001 [Training] .... Bixslade stone mine.
2002

2002 .... Decision taken to replace the control caravan due to its deteriorating condition and that it could not
be guaranteed to be able to be get to a rescue.

www.gcrg.org.uk
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In order to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth Il in 2002, it was decided
that a commemorative medal would be issued, not just to members of HM Forces,
but also (amongst others) the Voluntary Emergency Services (this included Mountain

Rescue and Cave Rescue).

GCRG members who had served 5 or more years were subsequently awarded the

medal.

2 March 2002 [Training] .... Old Ham/Depot.
2 April 2002 [Training] .... Training day at Total Access.

16 June 2002 [Training] .... Colwall railway tunnel.

4 July 2002 [Training] .... Combined mines rescue Exercise at Hopewell Colliery.

1 September 2002 [Training] .... Wetsink.

1 December 2002 [Training] .... Depot.

2 March 2002 [Training] .... Old Ham & the Depot.

2 April 2002 [Training] .... Training day at Total Access.

16 June 2002 [Training] .... Colwall railway tunnel.

4 July 2002 [Training] .... Combined mines rescue Exercise at Hopewell Colliery.

1 September 2002 [Training] .... Wetsink.
1 December 2002 [Training] .... Depot.
2003

7 March 2003 [Training] .... Depot.

1 June 2003 [Training] .... Doward Pancake Mines.

CALLOUT
24th July 2003

OTTER HOLE

Registered Charity No. 900316

Golden Jubilee Medal

Photo: Paul Taylor

GCRG was involved in a large-scale and complicated rescue of Laura Trowbridge who had suffered a fall and

broken her pelvis in Otter Hole, beyond the tidal sump.
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STUDENT Laura Trowbridge was rescued
from a 27-hour ordeal trapped under
ground yesterday when a TV adventure
programme turned into a nightmare
Laura, 22, fell seven feet from a rock and
was too badly hurt with a suspected
cracked pelvis to make it out of the treach
erous cave system. The route from the sur

TV CAVE GIRL RESCUE

face NMooded at high tide but a 100-strong
team rescued keen caver Laura after the
tide dropped on the River Wye near
Chepstow, Monmouthshire

Loaurn was one of the stars of a docu
mentary being shot 50011 underground

But viewers won't see the drama ol her
fall - the HTV crew missed the shot.

Oally Dxgwens Thursdoy July 24 2003

ESCAPE FROM THE OTTER HOLE
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Rescued from a

potholing tomb
B ) |

Fezm el Cuaw

Plucked to safety after
24 hours of sheer hell

Steve Tomalin [L] and Craig Cameron [R] glad its all
over!

24-hour terror

By Cyrll Dixon

A YOUNG weuan gotheler was
ripped for more
than 34 beurs after injecing ber
self making a tetevisiue decumnen.
Ly abost & Raccardones river crve.
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With her parents, John and Ssean,
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' pregramme W under
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safuty wnd in
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1o gt ber through befeew G tide
cut us off She wan not (o Susges,
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woild have delayed the rescse
process for six houes ustd it fell

Unreersity caving clsb, went ot
Otter Fale with free other pot
bolers and v camees rrew.
Witnesses sald she foll off & ah
Jedge while trying o sove a cam
+ra tripod and was toid by a docter

cavery from U et X ¢ o
e Leames sadd the “tudnl  agais Poeplde et in s mperhuman I the ¢ ot o move. Two of
sump” had compicatod the job by offort 10 get her oot Thay all  hor o leagoos retarmed te the
foecing them 40 pot Lavew througd desssrve 5 hig pot a0 the Sock ™ watfaecw aned eallod the cave rescue
befoee tides reon The draims bagan at about dpm  wervice, which dwgoiched volun
Paul Tayler, of Gloscestenkire o8 Tuesday when Loz, who » teer crews fro all over the Weat
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Hole ordeat: It
look aimost 24
hours e got
Lauracn a
strelcher, top,
10 the entrance

of the cave, loft
Ottar Mole,
balaw, Is well
known among
cavors for s
slalactites

Pictures by
Matt Cardy
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By RicHARD SaviLL

A YOUNG caver who was res-
cued after being trapped
underground for 24 hours
with an injured pelvis recited
her favourite Blackadder and
Monty Python comedy
sketches to ease her suffering,
Laura Trowbridge, 22, was
recovering in hospital yester-
day, . three days after falling
from a ledge 800 yards inside
the Otter Hole cave complex
at Chepstow, South Wales.
The Aberystwyth University
student has been praised for
remaining cheerful during her
rescue, giving “a yelp now and
again™ but otherwise remain-
ing calm as she was brought to
the surface by 100 volunteers.
“The rescue team was amaz-
ing,” she said at Nevill Hall
hospital, Abergavenny, Gwent.
“They made a makeshift
stretcher out of a camera tri-
pod and made me as warm
and comfortable as possible.
We spent the next 10 hours
drinking hot soup, ecating

Blackadder eased
ordeal for caver

Mars bars and reciting all the
g Python and Blackadder
sketches we could remember.

“My biggest worries were
the painkilling injections - 1
hate needles.”

Miss Trowbridge, who was
taking part in a television
documentary when she
slipped, was carried to safety
on a stretcher through mud
and over slippery rocks.

The last 10 yards took
almost two hours as she had
to be taken off the stretcher
and crawl unaided along a
Narrow passage.

Miss Trowbridge, an expe-
rienced caver, of Taunton,
Somerset, said she would not
be deterred from returning.

“I want to get back into
Otter Hole as soon as I can,”
she said.

“I went to see the best cave
formations in the United
Kingdom and help to film
them and 1 still want to do
that, We're already planmnia
return trip to complele
film once I'm better.”

THE DAILY TELRGHAMT  Theosday, July 24 30
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hours trapped underground.
Jmﬂnnlﬂ)whmmﬂ.:maum
country were involved In rescuing
Somerset caver Laura Trowbridge from Ot-
ter Hole near Chepstow, one of the most dif-
ficult but stunning caves in the country
After spending the t
comforting 22-vear-old

of the journey
But finally after a day of tense false

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

Registered Charity No. 900316

Thurseday, July 24, 2003

West potholer

dramatic cave rescue ==
after 24-hour ordeal".‘*

FULL STORY: PAGE 3

DailyPress

BRITAN'S NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 2003 ¢

LAy

tarts, th -splattered oman
?rum hu;:g:d finally m%m the
muddy depths and was placed on a boat
for the journey to hospital,
Cave-diver Laura injured her back and
relvis when she fell three metres from a
edge on Tuesda pon while mak-
ing a video forH'F\v’ about the cave, which ‘
mg&sed as one of the most spectac- B
Fo e syt o sh ite cal
R By g e again but she was quite calm
O m nder e an ATER ot el B ba S -~ e -
sy rceoourse when disster sruck SEEE T EEm e
WAt 1 Chargs OF g Voo satd B oo b ELEERT ST S e
came obvious she would need to be taken e e i e . S e e e g o
the 750 metres back to the entrance on a !u--fa‘-'- e i . e e .
stretcher and the party of nine split in two —— - ::-q.-.-- T o — .g_-
50 some could stay with Laura while oth. —op ey e B E e s O b X e oot
ers raised the alarm. Pl - -uha: e -
But it was too risky to take her out on - T — gy SRS T e
Tuesday night because tunnels in. the T A S L
cave system flood with water during high | S e gt waaged »  wwn” vl o
tide, and Laura was cut off for six hours. O O i ST e g e———
A rescue teamn went in with equipment R e o e e e
and medical help and overnight they | o ok ok e s e — L by ey
slowly moved Laura towards the flooded L e | b T S
tunneél to wait for the water to subside. T Tt ot ¥ v v g
Petor Hobson was one of the first on the L el by Wil ALNas] Fut we wmm toms
soene and said: “She was in really good T S N v § ey oo
spirits and still smiling when we ar- e B e e
rived. Morphine is the most won-  durin| e R G ewwin"
SRE morn e o At .
six-hol :-—-luh‘-‘i:- "";:.‘:‘. o
UT the conditions ooy TR ot
re - - . —— vy
really horrid. It was very  E = ST
narrow and tight and chest
sometimes dangerous, Most of the b
time we wore dragging her over our
legs and there where times when, it
we had drgzred her that would have
been the end of hee.”
A second rescue team was sent in
L
during the early hours of Tuesday in charge and was telling us how to their stomachs. Dave Jackson of the  Forest of Dean where they estimate
morning to take advantage of the put her through the holes.” Forest of Dean Caving Club said: “It  that if you injured yourself at the
six-hour window of opportunity to But once Laura was on the other s a very, hostile environment  end, it would take 200 cavers three
get Laura through ‘the sump' before ~ side she faced the most difficult and one only very experienced days to get you out,”
it flooded again. of her journey and took more cavers can attempt. ] Two female doctors from Wales,
Exhausted cavers swam through  six hours to travel 350 metrestothe ~ “Anything that immobilises you who are specialist cavers, stayed
chest-deep water to reach the other  entrance. in those conditions is dangerous, with Laura throughout her ordeal.
side and then waited for the water Cavers, mainly from Gloucester not only to you but to the rest of the During the last 5 metres res
to subside before bringing Laura and South Wales, worked in tandem team. It's the cold. If you stop mov-  cuers held their breath as Laura’s
ET to drag her through the under- ing you get chilled and when you stretcher became trapped in a rock
Andy Lougher from Cinderford ground network o!twistlngunneh. are wet and caked in mud, it's ex-  “corkscrew” near the entrance but
sald: “She was still conscious and  many of which could only be passed  hausting, Rescue operations are a

very hossy She let us know she was

by dragging themselves along on

slow process, There's a cave in the
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EXERCISE (WETSINK/SLAUGHTER STREAM CAVE)

6th September 2003

| e rtunea e
~ Mock-up
rescue bid

W fhvee ine e UK cRarigy endy eeoctrung .r Wl B e ——samd

11 September 2003 [Training] .... Hopewell Colliery (with Mines Rescue Team)

14 December 2003 [Training] .... Old Ham/New Dun (with Mines Rescue Team).

2004

2004 .... a grant of £2500 from the Summerfield Trust enables the depot roof to
be replaced & exterior cladding applied.

2004 .... ‘T Card’ system introduced; earlier, in 2003, it had been decided to use
this system as a method of being able to easily control (at a rescue & practice)
who was where underground and doing what. Previously, all members going
underground were issued with a numbered ‘tag’ to be returned to the control
point upon exit from the cave.

2004 .... Depot roof replaced and walls covered in cladding.

7 March 2004 [Training] .... Depot.

Example of a ‘tag’ (the actual

GCRG ones were round)
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MINES RESCUE EXERCISE (HOPEWELL COLLIERY)

11th September 2003
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CALLOUT
April 2004
MONUMENT MINE

GCRG js called out to assist with the rescue of a miner
trapped by a roof fall.

GCRG DEPOT
May 2004

GCRG members help to re-roof the depot and add the green cladding to the outside of the building.
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Photos: Nicky Bayley & Jon Maisey

6 June 2004 [Training] .... Depot.

CALLOUT
12th/13th June 2004
WETSINK

GCRG members, with support from West
Brecon Cave Rescue Team [WBCRT] &
Midlands Cave Rescue Organisation,
were called out to rescue Robin McDou-
gal who had suffered a fall in Zurree
Aven.

15th, 2004

wWlod Ewvo

Potholer rescued from fall

A TRAPPED potholer who fell 20ft
down & cave system was brought to the
surface after a painstaking 12-hour res-
cue operation

The man, who Is in his 508 and from
Somerset, was 200m underground ex-
ploring Slaughter Stream Cave at En
glish Bicknor, Gloucestershire, with
friends when he fell just after 2.30pm on
Saturday

Insp Les Pritchard, from Gloucester-
shire police, said emergency crews
using ropes and pulleys took more than
12 hours to bring him to safety

He said: “He had fallen into an area
that was not easily accessible to res-
pundy

Firefighters, ambulance crews, po-
lice, Gloucestershire Cave Rescue and

Cheltenham Cave Rescue helped in the
overnight operation.

Station Officer Andrew Gillingham,
of the fire and rescoe service, said the
i was eventually brought to the sur
face at 3. 12am on Sunday

“It took crews a long time to get to the
casualty as he was so deep under-
ground,” he said,

“He then had to be transferved on to &
stretcher and moved Inch by Inch
through the cave to the surface,

“AL one point 52 cave rescue special-
ists were underground. 1t was an ex-
hausting and painstaking rescue but
was well controlled and successful.”

The man was taken to Gloucester-
shire Royal Hospital with a broken
leg.

4 September 2004 [Training] .... SWCC HQ with WBCRT.

2005

6 March 2005 [Training] .... Bixhead.
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2006

4 March 2006 [Training] .... Miss Graces Lane.
4 June 2006 [Training] .... Depot.

3 December 2006 [Training] .... Depot.

GCRG ON TELEVISION!

May 2006

GCRG was approached to see if it could help out and provide ‘extras’ for the BBC over several days for an
episode of Dalziel and Pascoe.

The episode involved a body being found in a cave during a cave rescue, followed by an underground search
for evidence. As caving “supporting artistes” the ‘extras’ had to appear to be carrying out cave rescue activi-
ties, mostly in the background, as part of a fictitious “Mid-Yorkshire Cave Rescue Group”.

The GCRG volunteers were: Paul Taylor, Joe Duxbury, Jo Clarke, Gareth Jones, Haidee Jones, Ed Williams,
Craig Cameron and Jan Karvik. The GCRG Land Rover, cunningly disguised, also got in on the act.

Two weeks later the location was Clearwell Caves, in which a set had been constructed to simulate a cave
subject to flooding. Pumps provided a flow of water to produce waterfalls, dripping ceilings and walls, and
fast-flowing rivers.

The two-part episode, “The Cavewoman”, the first in a new series of Dalziel and Pascoe, was broadcast in
early September 2006.

Caving extras display their strength! The GCRG Land Rover steals the scene from Warren

Photo: Haidee Jones Clarke and Colin Buchanan

Photo: Haidee Jones
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2007

2007 (AGM) .... Group membership stands at 105.
4 March 2007 [Training] .... Doward.

3 June 2007 [Training] .... Bixhead.

8 September 2007 [Training] .... Wetsink.

2 December 2007 [Training] .... Noxon Park.
2008

9 March 2008 [Training] .... Old Bow.

1 June 2008 [Training] .... Old Bow.

19 July 2008 [Training] .... Joint Exercise with WBCRT in mid-Wales.
7 September 2008 [Training] .... Westbury Brook.
7 December 2008 [Training] .... Doward.

2009

8 March 2009 [Training] .... Miss Graces Lane.

6 September 2009 [Training] .... Wetsink.

6 December 2009 [Training] .... Depot.

2010

7 March 2010 [Training] .... Emmer Green chalk mine (Reading) with SECRO.

Registered Charity No. 900316

September 2010 [Training] .... Huglith mineral mine (Shropshire), joint exercise with MCRO.

5 December 2010 [Training] .... Windrush stone mine.

GCRG GOES FURTHER AFIELD

The original version of this was written by Paul Taylor and Emma Porter and published in the May 2010 news-

letter.

A number of years ago, the BCRC (British Cave Rescue Council) in conjunction with ACPO (Association of Chief
Police Officers) divided the UK up so that all police force areas were covered by at least one cave sescue team
that could be called upon to deal with an underground incident within their areas.

For GCRG this meant that the group’s area of responsibility was expanded from Gloucestershire and over the
River Wye into parts of Gwent (Otter Hole & The Doward) along with our existing support roles to the then
Gwent, South Wales and MRO teams. GCRG also became responsible for Hereford & Worcestershire and with a
supporting role for the West Midlands and Warwickshire. The most significant primary responsibility addition
was that of the three counties of Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire who all come under the Thames
Valley Constabulary. The latter county extending beyond Reading and almost to the outer fringes of London.
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From the direction of the South East, the area covered by the SECRO (South East Cave Rescue Organisation)
was also extended to cover the same area around Reading; this allowed for a crossover of resources at this
point.

These changes led to a quadrupling of the GCRG area of responsibility and over the years have held a few
practice exercises on the eastern-side of GCRG’s area covering the Cotswolds and the numerous stone
mines.

Joint SECRO/GCRG Exercise at
Emmer Green chalk mine
(Reading), 7 March 2010

Photo: Jon Maisey
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"How do they feel, sie? We can always cake them in a bit™

www.gcrg.org.uk

63



Mountain Rescue Post No. 100 GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP Registered Charity No. 900316

2011 to 2015

CALLOUTS AND REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE

The following events involved GCRG in one form or another, whether just being on standby, the involvement
of just a small number of group members, or as a full callout.

4 April 2011 .... Old Bow.

16 April 2011 .... Biblins/Doward search (nothing found, potential hoax).

5 May 2011 .... Symonds Yat (C10, member of public got stuck but was able to get himself out).

7 August 2011 .... Daren Cilau (first live use of SARCALL).

16 November 2011 .... Snailbeach mine (supporting MCRO).

6 September 2012 .... OFD (GCRG on standby).

24 October 2012 .... Hartpury/Murrels End (casualty fell down a well; GFRS got casualty out with a ladder).
8 November 2012 .... Climber fell at Symonds Yat (GFRS rescued the casualty).

24 November 2012 .... Wetsink (heavy rain, GCRG on standby).

2 May 2013 .... Ogof Draenen (GCRG on standby).

19 December 2013 .... Brownshill/Chalford (dog rescue).

2 January 2014 .... Lydbrook (land search).

23 April 2014 .... Agen Allwedd (GCRG on standby).

5 May 2014 .... Otter Hole (overdue party, callout not needed in the end).

22 June 2014 .... Soudley (land search).

25 June 2014 .... Robinswood Hill (land search).

18 April 2015 .... Old Ham (overdue/lost party).

TIMELINE OF EVENTS INVOLVING THE GROUP

2011
Wardens

As of April 2011, the GCRG Wardens were: Maurice Febry, John Elliott, John Bery, Dave Tuffley, Steve Tomalin,
Pete Turier, George Price, Dave Appleing, John Hutchinson, Cliff Seymour, Andy Clark, Paul Taylor.

6 March 2011 [Training] .... Depot.

5 June 2011 [Training] .... Ban-y-Gor (with SARA).

August 2011 .... SARCALL system adopted & goes live.
September 2011 .... Depot refurbishment gets underway.

2012

29 March 2012 [Training] .... Surface search training at Lydney Docks area.
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4 March 2012 [Training] .... Noxon Park.

10 June 2012 [Training] .... Depot.

ONGOING WORK AT THE DEPOT DURING 2011

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Nicky Bayley
Photo: Jon Maisey
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PRESENTATION OF DIAMOND JUBILEE MEDALS TO GCRG MEMBERS

14th of June 2012, Clearwell Caves

As part of the celebrations to mark the Queen’s 60 years on the throne, commemorative medals had been
struck. These medals, in addition to being awarded to members of HM Forces (just as in 2002 for the Golden
Jubilee) were also issued to members of the voluntary rescue services (as well as members of the Police and
Fire Brigades etc). The criteria to be awarded one of the medals being effective membership of the organisa-
tion (in this case GCRG) for 5 or more years.

It was proposed that some form of official ceremony ought to take place in
order to provide a fitting occasion for such an event and being a cave rescue
organisation, where better than somewhere underground as the location for
such an occasion! Paul Taylor (GCRG Chairman) takes up the story

‘I have to say at the outset that | can't take the credit for the idea of holding a
medal presentation underground. That must go to Jon Whiteley from Devon
Cave Rescue Organisation who told me that they were planning theirs for
Kent's Cavern and what were we doing in GCRG?

With a seed sown | thought that's a great idea and Clearwell Caves a tourist
Iron Mine in the Forest of Dean instantly came to mind as a very suitable loca-
tion.

Being owned by caver's we have a good relationship with them and when con-
tacted they immediately said yes and a date set for the evening of June 14th.

With part of the mine known as Barbecue Churn many parties and events have
been held in the past and it would prove to be very suitable. During the weeks

that followed invitations were sent out to all of the GCRG Medal Recipients and
also four guests contacted to undertake the presentation. Diamond Jubilee Medal

For the night of the event the chamber was transformed with a static display of
gcrg equipment and display boards, Lap Top projector and screen, lectern, tables
and chairs and also the all important food & even more important drinks.

Photo: Paul Taylor

In total 90 people attended including 48 recipients’ family and friends, GCRG Guests and Distinguished guests.

An excellent mix of light hearted humour blended well with the more serious aspects of the evening dealing
with the presentation of the medals and the heartfelt words of support that were given. How many events
have you been to where one of your guests, the Assistant Chief Constable, was employed to move the table
and lectern when a light failed? All joined in whole hearted with the proceedings and everybody was extremely
complimentary of the location. It had made the event.

From a balcony looking down onto the lower section of the chamber the picture of all the recipients and guests
was taken.

It is fair to say that there is only one word that describes the evening “Fantastic” and thanks are extended to
all who took part and organised the event. It will go down in the history of the group and be remembered for a
very long time. Thanks also go to Rose Taylor & Fiona Cameron for producing the fantastic selection of cakes
that were consumed during the evening.

Special thanks go to Mr Richard Berry Assistant Chief Constable Gloucestershire Constabulary, Mr Jon Hall
Chief Fire Officer Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service, Mr Ceri Evans Deputy Lord Lieutenant Gloucester-
shire & Mr Tony Forster HSE Mines Inspector who undertook the presentation of the Medals, current Deputy
Gaveller Daniel Howell and John Harvey who held the same post for the previous years and was also a medal
recipient were also in attendance.

The support of all of the staff at Clearwell Caves contributed to the success of the evening and thanks also go
to Jonathan and Ray Wright for making the caves available to us for this very special and unique event’.
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Photo: Chris Howes
Photo: Arthur Champion

Photo: Arthur Champion

Photo: Chris Howes

As of August 2012, the GCRG Wardens were: Maurice Febry, John Elliott, John Berry, Dave Tuffley, Steve
Tomalin, Pete Turier, George Price, Dave Appleing, John Hutchinson, Cliff Seymour, Andy Clark, Paul Taylor,
Kev Brockway, Greg Jones.

2 September 2012 [Training] .... Balls Green Lower.

2 December 2012 [Training] .... Wetsink.

6 December 2012 [Training] .... Coal Mines Exercise.

2013
2013 .... Wetsink/Slaughter Stream Cave training guide produced by lan Healey.

2013 .... GCRG metal badges produced for sale and Nicky Bayley starts making GCRG mugs.
23 April 2013 .... GCRG members involved in Ex Selfridge (at South Cerney).

May 2013 .... Official opening of the refurbished depot.

2 June 2013 [Training] .... Depot and Wigpool.

6 June 2013 [Training] .... Scenes of crime training (Depot).
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In 2013 Nicky Bayley began producing mugs for sale to raise funds

Photo: Andy Harp

Enamel badges were also made available for sale

CALLOUT

19th December 2013

Photo: Jon Maisey

ANIMAL RESCUE, BROWNSHILL, STROUD

A small number of GCRG members who were local to the area and available, were able to extract a dog who

Registered Charity No. 900316

Photo: Nicky Bayley

had managed to get itself stuck in a small natural rift cave near Brownshill, Stroud.

After a lot of hard work the animal was finally rescued and returned to its grateful owner.
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2014

3 January 2014 [Training] .... Ogof Draenen (with SMWCRT).
2 February 2014 [Training] .... SARA land search training.

3 March 2014 [Training] .... Miss Graces Lane.

22 March 2014 [Training] .... SARA land search training.

STEVE TOMALIN

In July 2014, longstanding GCRG member, Steve Tomalin, sadly passed away after a short illness.

For Steve, caving was an integral part of his life and was a mainstay of both the GSS (he was the Chairman)
and GCRG (he was on the Committee and also a Warden). He had been a member of the GSS and GCRG for
many years.

In the late 1970s, after a friend took him to Old Ham iron mine at Clearwell, Steve was hooked and caving
became a significant part of his life. He joined the Stroud Subterranean Ramblers and then in the early 1980s
he made contact with the GSS and joined the club soon after (1983 or earlier).
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Steve at Total Access Steve at Snailbeach, 2010

Photo: Nicky Bayley Photo: Nicky Bayley
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Within a short space of time of joining the GSS, Steve also joined GCRG and was soon a member of the com-
mittee and also a warden.

As a member of the committee, Steve held most of the positions at one time or another (and ordinary mem-
ber, Librarian/Archivist, Tackle Officer, Information Officer, Training Co-ordinator and Chairman). It was while
Steve was Chairman (1991-1995) that he was responsible for overseeing the purchase of the building and land
which is now the GCRG depot.

As well as being a member of GCRG, Steve was also a member of the South and Mid-Wales Cave Rescue
(SMWCRT) team and Midland Cave Rescue Organisation (MCRO). He could always be relied on whenever there
was a callout.

Steve’s Auction

In his will, Steve had specified that his outdoor gear should be sold off in order to raise funds for the various
organisations with which he had been involved. After cataloguing all of Steve’s kit (just how much outdoor
gear can one person hold?), a date was arranged for a grand auction. Luckily Liz Maisey (GCRG Treasurer) was
able to persuade a professional Auctioneer (Joe Trinder from the Wotton Auction Rooms) to volunteer his ser-
vices and really make the day an event.

On the 4th of July 2015 the auction was set up at the GCRG depot on a blazing hot day and Joe set about
getting the assembled crowd to part with their money.

By the end of the afternoon, everything had been sold and in total the sale raised in the region of £2165 each
for GCRG and the MCRO and an additional donation of £250 to the SMWCRT. A fantastic sum to have raised
and also the knowledge that every single item of equipment/clothing etc will have been found a good home
and continue to be used as intended by Steve.

Photo: Jon Maisey Photo: Jon Maisey
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2 September 2014 [Training] .... Snailbeach Mine (with MCRO).

16 November 2014 .... Sue Ryder working day, in memory of Steve Tomalin.

As a way of saying thankyou to the Sue Ryder organisation for the care that they had provided for Steve,
GCRG volunteered its services to try and help out in some way. Consequently, early on Sunday 16th No-
vember, approximately 20 GCRG members turned up at the Sue Ryder Hospice at Leckhampton
(Cheltenham) and set about working to help tidy up some of the woodland within the extensive grounds
of the property. A very productive day was had by all and the local paper (Gloucestershire Echo) even took
a few photos and produced a short newspaper article.
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2015

1 March 2015 [Training] .... Wigpool.

7 (& 28) March 2015 .... Emmer Green chalk mine, GCRG members involved in the training of the local Scouts
and Leaders.

BRITISH CAVE RESCUE COUNCIL CONFERENCE and GCRG 50th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

12th-14th June 2015

The BCRC weekend was organised jointly by GCRG & MCRO and held at the Dean Field Studies Centre (Parkend)
and Clearwell Caves.

The last time a national Cave Rescue conference was held in the county (and hosted by GCRG) was back in
1968, taking place at the Berkeley Hotel, Cheltenham on 28th September. At this point in time the GCRG was
only officially 3 years old and to take on the organisation of such an event would have been no simple matter.

Fast forward now 47 years to 2015 and the (BCRC) conference was back again and this time held in the Forest
of Dean at the Dean Field Studies Centre (DFSC), Parkend.

The organisers would have been happy if just 50-60 people attended but in the end between 150 & 160 eventu-
ally attended. It got to the point that eventually the books had to be closed for bookings ... not something that
we are aware has been necessary for a BCRC conference before.

From within the attendees, 13 out of the 15 UK cave rescue teams were represented and cave rescue repre-
sentatives from Tunisia, Hungary, Poland and Canada were also present.

On the Saturday during the day there were displays and presentations of a wide variety of cave rescue-related
equipment and techniques. On the Saturday evening, a special event had been arranged at the Clearwell Caves
to officially celebrate the 50th anniversary of founding of the GCRG. The event, in BBQ churn, consisted of a
meal, live music and a wonderful donation to GCRG of £5000 by Rose and Paul Taylor. It was the generous do-
nation by Rose and Paul that enabled GCRG to buy the Cavelink messaging system, complete the depot’s
equipment washing and drying rooms. and provide additional funds for other equipment purchases. Following
the Clearwell event, the coaches took everyone back to the DFSC where the celebrations continued into the
early hours.

Photos from the weekend

Parkend and the accommodation

Photo: Jon Maisey Photo: Jon Maisey
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On the Sunday there was an underground exercise, held in Old Ham and attended by approximately 80 peo-
ple.

Bill Whitehouse (Chairman of BCRC) said afterwards that the event was one of the best, if not the best. That
he had been involved with.

Activities, displays and presentations at the Dean Field Study Centre

Photo: Nicky Bayley

Photo: Nicky Bayley
Photo: Nicky Bayley

Display showing the changes in caving/cave rescue equipment over the last 50 years

Photo: Jon Maisey Photo: Jon Maisey
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Display showing the changes in caving/cave rescue equipment over the last 50 years

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Jon Maisey

GCRG 50th Anniversary event at Clearwell Caves

13th June 2015

Photo: Andy Harp

Photo: Andy Harp

Photo: Nicky Bayley
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Live band at the anniversary event
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Donations to the Cinderford based
Gloucestershire Cave Rescue Team

Cave rescue teams
fiock to Clearwell
CAVE rescue teams from anround
the world including Canads, Hun-
gury and Tunisia truvelled to Clear-
well Caves for the British Cave
Rescue Council annual conforence.

During the weekend the host
group, the Cloucestershive Cave
Rescuo Group, was presented with
1 cheque for £5,000 by the chainman
Paul Taylor and his wife Rose.

Mr Taylor explained; "1 was plan-
ning to leave the group this amount
of money in my will but, sfter hav-
ing a beart attack last year, 1de-
rided ta givé it now =o that T am
here 1o see the benefic of it

The monay will g0 to buy & Rock
Toxt Messaging Communications
device which allews underground
rescue tsams Lo communicate with
oollesgues on the surface.

SRS AAANSET AN RS ALENERA TR

tershire Cave Rescus Team,
Jolndly organised b members of
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tlon, the conforwnce was based as
the Dean Fleld Studies Centre at
Parkend and on the Sunday around

PRESENTATION: Paul and Rose Taylor hand over £5,000 to the Glouces-

100 people stisnded nn underground
training oxerclse 5t Old Ham Iron
Mine Clemrwell

Tt waw the first time the conference
has visited Gloncestershire for 47
yenrs,
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Sunday morning exercise at Clearwell Caves

14th June 2015

Photo: Jon Maisey

Photo: Andy Harp

Cave Link unit

Photo: Paul Taylor

Photo: Andy Harp

4 July 2015 .... Steve Tomalin’s Auction at the GCRG depot.
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Chairman

Derek Appleing

Prior to 1971/72 there was no fixed GCRG Chairman, just guest
Chairmen (Derek Appleing, Tony Day, Gordon Clissold [SWCRO],

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

COMMITTEE POSITIONS, 1965-2015

1965-1966

Oliver Lloyd [Mendip Cave Rescue]) for the AGM.

Gordon Clissold

lan Standing

John Court

Doug McLean

Paul Taylor

Roger Gosling

Jim Hay

Jim Hay/Paul Taylor
George Price

Steve Tomalin

Nick Negus/John Berry
John Berry

Sally Harvey

Dave Appleing

Treasurer

Les Sherratt

R Stewart

Jim Hay
Laurie Gage
Colin Anderson
Tony Day
John Court
Doug McLean
Phil Schwartz
Roger Gosling

Tim Gilson

1971-1972
1972-1974
1974-1975
1977-1978
1978-1982, 2002-2015
1984-1987
1987-1988
1988-1989
1989-1991
1991-1995
1995-1996
1996-1997
1997-1999

1999-2002

1965-1966
1965-1966
1966-1970
1970-1971
1971-1973
1972-1973
1973-1974
1974-1975
1975-1988
1988-1994

1994-2008

Secretary
Tony Day

Derek Appleing

Jim Hay

Di Court

lan Standing

Paul Taylor

Sally Fearn/Harvey
Pete Male

Christine Hutchinson
Roger Gosling

Niki Adlam

Judy Moore

Pete Turier

Information Officer

Tony Day

John Court

lan Standing

Roger Solari

John Berry

Anthony (Chalkie) White
Rose Taylor

Pete Male

Steve Tomalin

Dave Appleing

John Berry
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1965-1966

1966-1973

1972-1973

1973-1974

1974-1975

1975-1978

1978-1980

1984-1987

1987-1994

1994-1995

1995-1996

1996-2000

2000-2015

1966-1971

1970-1973

1971-1973

1973-1974

1974-1978

1978-1980

1985-1987

1987-1988

1988-1992

1991-1997

1997-2002
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Treasurer (cont’d)

Tim Gilson/Liz Maisey

Liz Maisey

Training Coordinator

Roger Smith

Maurice Febry

Ladi Broadman

Steve Tomalin

Steve Tomalin/Nicky Bayley

Andy Harp

Dave Appleing/lan Healey

lan Healey

Medical Officer/Advisor

Nigel Mizrahi

lan Gadsby
Nigel Garbutt

Andy Harp

Newsletter Editor

Roger Gosling
Chris Hutchinson
Paul Taylor

Dave Appleing
Sally Harvey

Jon Maisey

GLOUCESTERSHIRE CAVE RESCUE GROUP

COMMITTEE POSITIONS, 1965-2015

2008-2009

2009-2015

1968

1968-1969

1993-1998

2001-2003

2006-2008

2009-2012

2012-2014

2014-2015

1986-1991

1992-1996

1997-1998

2007-2015

1986-1989

1989-1993

1992-1993

1995-1996

1999-2001

2012-2015

Information Officer (cont’d)

Gareth Jones

Tackle/Equipment Officer

Lawrence Bailey

Malcolm Sterry

Cliff Seymour

R Stewart

Maurice Febry

Steve Tomalin/Claire Bishop
Paul Taylor

Sally Harvey

Ed Williams

Nicky Bayley/Steve Tomalin

Nicky Bayley

Liaison Officer

Dave Jackson

Librarian/Archivist

Steve Tomalin

Communications Officer

Nick Negus
Nick Negus/Matthew Bell
Paul Biggin

Craig Cameron
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2002-2015

1966-1971
1970-1973
1972-1973
1973-1975
1975-1979

1985-1987

1987-1994, 1997-2001
1994-1997
2002-2010
2010-2012

2012-2015

1997-1998

1996-2001

1986-1995
1995-1996
1996-1999

1999-2015
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COMMITTEE POSITIONS, 1965-2015

Ordinary Members

Tony Isles 1965-1966 Mike Cox 1994-1995
R Stewart 1965-1967 Arthur Venning 1989-1993
E Lewis 1965-1967 Dave Tuffley 1989-1992
Roger Bailey 1965-1970 Joe Duxbury 1995-1996
John Court 1971-1973, 1976-1977 Andy Solari 1970-1971
Di Court 1972-1975 Sally Fearn 1977-1978
J Sanders 1975-1977 Nigel Mizrahi 1977-1979
S Clark 1975-1976 A Thomas 1978-1979
Colin Graham 1968-1974 Paul Taylor 1985-1987, 1997-1998
Tony Day 1970-1973 Alison Schwartz 1985-1987
Dave Appleing 1988-1991, 1997-1999, 2002-  John Berry 1986-1998, 2002-2003

2003, 2006-2015

George Price 1987-1989 Gary Dudgeon 1999-2000
Ron Cowley 1987-1988 Mike May 2002-2003
Paul Stretfield 1987-1988 Ed Williams 2002-2003
John Sibley 1992-1993 Jon Maisey 2006-2012
Cliff Seymour 1991-1995 John Elliott 1969-1971, 1973-1974,
1997-1998
Dave Jackson 1995-1996 Elise Jones 1998-1999
Dave Dickson 1995-1996 Nicky Bayley 2006-2007
Maurice Febry 1968-1969, 1974-1975, 1997-  Rachel Brown 2014-1015
1998
Steve Tomalin 1995-2014 Kevin Brockway 2011-2015

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR PROVIDING INPUT TO THIS PUBLICATION

In addition to those people who provided photos for use (and are already credited), thanks also goes to the fol-
lowing for input to the publication or donations of information/records.

Derek Appleing Craig Cameron
John Hine Nicky Bayley
Tony Day Paul Taylor

Gloucester Speleological Society
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